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Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 15A to provide for youth alternative centers; amend KRS 15A.040 to place the commissioner of the Department of Juvenile Justice on the Kentucky Criminal Justice Council; amend KRS 15A.067 to rename the Educational Services Branch; amend KRS 15A.200 to modify the definitions of certain juvenile facilities; amend KRS 600.010 to include additional goals and interpretations of the Juvenile Code; amend KRS 600.020 to conform; amend KRS 605.080 to add a reference to a sentencing court; amend KRS 610.170 to include a reference to a juvenile's criminal conduct as affects the ability of the state to recover support from the child's parent; amend KRS 610.220 to include a youth alternative center as a place where an officer may take a juvenile who has been taken into custody; amend KRS 610.310 to allow the Department of Juvenile Justice to furnish services relative to physical and mental examinations of juveniles; amend KRS 635.020 to change the range of provisions of the Juvenile Code which may not override this statute's directions as to requirements for a juvenile committing a crime with a firearm; amend KRS 635.025 to change from 2 to 1 the number of escapes a juvenile may have committed before being sent to an adult facility; amend KRS 635.055 to add youth alternative centers or alternative detention programs to the available options; amend KRS 635.070 to modify the requirements for discharge of a youth by the Department of Juvenile Justice; amend KRS 635.100 to specify requirements for dealing with a juvenile who escapes from a Juvenile Justice facility; amend KRS 640.010 to delete references to KRS 635.020(9); amend KRS 640.050 to require that probation be served as set out in the section and to delete a court's ability to modify the section's allowable dispositions; amend KRS 640.070 to allow a juvenile to be sent to an adult facility after 1 escape instead of 2; amend KRS 605.110 to allow private contracting for educational services for incarcerated youth and to require use of a facility's maximum rated capacity for determining the facility's average daily census; amend KRS 157.320 to require use of a facility's maximum rated capacity for determining the facilities average daily census; repeal KRS 610.267 relating to youth alternative centers.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill makes the Department of Juvenile Justice responsible for supervising  individuals under the age of 18.  It removes the burden of community supervision of those offenders under 18 years of age from the Department of Corrections.  This could result in a client load reduction in the larger cities of Louisville, Lexington and Covington, however, the relief would be most welcome due to the fact that client loads are currently unacceptably high in these urban areas.  A provision of the bill that allows a speedier transfer of juveniles to an adult correctional facility may increase the number of juvenile offenders in the adult correctional system but this is not anticipated to be a significant number. 

The bill also adds the Commissioner of Corrections to the Criminal Justice Council.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
There could be a minor fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections if there is a significant number of juvenile escapees who are subsequently transferred to the Department of Corrections as provided by the bill.  This number is not anticipated to be significant, however.  Passage of the bill would also lessen the client load on Probaton & Parole Officers as it would eliminate the need for them to supervise juveniles in the community.  While reducing slightly the client load on already over-taxed urban-based officers, there is no anticipated cost savings.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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