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AN ACT relating to Parkinson's disease.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The General Assembly finds and declares that the mission of this section is to:
(a)
Find the cause of and the cure for Parkinson's disease and related neurological disorders;
(b)
Educate general medicine practitioners to detect the early warning signs of Parkinson's disease;
(c)
Educate patients, their caregivers, and the general public about Parkinson's disease;
(d)
Provide diagnostic and therapeutic services for patients of Parkinson's disease; and
(e)
Improve the quality of life for both patients of Parkinson's disease and their caregivers.
(2)
The Commonwealth Parkinson's Center is created at the University of Kentucky, and the Muhammad Ali Parkinson's Center is created at the University of Louisville Hospital. Each center shall:
(a)
Coordinate services with community agencies and the university's school of medicine;
(b)
Encourage the university at which it is located to develop research dedicated to finding the cause and cure of Parkinson's disease;
(c)
Assist patients of Parkinson's disease with securing, either at the center, the university, or through local resources, a complete diagnostic examination that includes, but is not limited to, a general physical examination, a blood profile, a psychological evaluation, and a neurological examination;
(d)
Assist patients of Parkinson's disease with securing a full range of follow-up therapies, including, but not limited to, physical, occupational, pharmacological, and speech therapies;
(e)
Educate patients on issues associated with Parkinson's disease, and educate their families on issues related to caring for the person living with Parkinson's disease;
(f)
Educate all health care providers and other professionals impacted or affected by the treatment or rendering of services to the person living with Parkinson's disease;
(g)
Educate the community about Parkinson's disease through innovative outreach programs;
(h)
Educate rural areas in Kentucky about Parkinson's disease, and work with community leaders from around the Commonwealth to ensure the availability of information about Parkinson's disease and its treatment;
(i)
Sponsor patient seminars on Parkinson's disease and support groups for patients of Parkinson's disease, their families and friends, and their caregivers; and
(j)
Explore the establishment of an adult day care center that provides care for the person living with Parkinson's disease.
(3)
Each center shall develop and implement protocols established by the National Parkinson Foundation, Inc., including, but not limited to, protocols relating to staffing, required programs, and treatment.
(4)
By September 1 of each year, each center shall submit a report to the Governor and the General Assembly that evaluates and makes recommendations concerning:
(a)
The center's efforts at achieving the goals specified in subsection (1) of this section;
(b)
The center's provision of those services specified in subsection (2) of this section; and
(c)
The center's success at utilizing existing and newly developing technology to carry out the provisions of this section.
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