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AN ACT relating to dyslexia, and making an appropriation therefor.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in Sections 1 and 2 of this Act, "dyslexia" means a language-based learning, neurological disability that may interfere with phonological processing, reading, writing, spelling, handwriting, and mathematics comprehension. 
(2)
It is the intent of the General Assembly to provide a statewide resource center to assist teachers and parents with knowledge and information about dyslexia and to provide training necessary for assessment and intervention services for identifying and teaching children with dyslexia.

(3)
By October 31, 2000, the Council on Postsecondary Education shall select a private not-for-profit or public postsecondary education institution to establish a resource center for dyslexia. The selection of the institution shall be through a competitive grant process. The council shall define the procedures and criteria for selection of the center and disseminate the information to all accredited private not-for-profit and public postsecondary education institutions within the state. The institution's proposal shall include, but not be limited to, documentation of interest and expertise in the field of learning disabilities, including dyslexia, and evidence of effective partnerships with classroom educators for identification, assessment, and individual education program development and implementation; shall require at least one (1) private not-for-profit or public elementary or secondary school as a partner; shall have a commitment to at least two (2) or more years of operation; and shall make a commitment of actual or in-kind resources. The services of the resource center shall be available to all private not-for-profit and public schools in Kentucky.

(4)
The purposes of the resource center shall be to:

(a)
Provide a staff that has expertise in identification and assessment of students with dyslexia, and intervention strategies for students with dyslexia;
(b)
Conduct educational research and information gathering on dyslexia;

(c)
Disseminate information and conduct outreach to local school districts, education professionals, parents, and the public regarding the nature of dyslexia, new research findings, and successful intervention strategies;

(d)
Conduct assessments and make recommendations for targeted intervention for students with dyslexia;

(e)
Provide consultation services and professional development to aid teachers in identification and instruction of students with dyslexia;

(f)
Provide program development assistance to all private not-for-profit and public school administrators, teachers, counselors, and other personnel involved in and providing services to students with dyslexia;

(g)
Provide technical assistance about the special needs of students with dyslexia to enrollees in teacher preparation programs;

(h)
Train a cadre of postsecondary, elementary, and secondary educators to provide technical assistance and training to educators and parents in all regions of the state. The cadre members shall be trained and kept current in state-of-the art information, practices, and techniques regarding identifying and teaching students with dyslexia;

(i)
Develop public information programs to increase awareness of dyslexia, dyslexia-related behaviors, and dyslexia coupled with other learning disabilities; and

(j)
Collaborate with other projects, centers, postsecondary and local education agencies that focus on difficulties with reading and other academic challenges associated with learning disabilities.


The center shall not supplant the responsibilities of state and local education agencies for providing an appropriate education for school age children.
(5)
During the 2000-2002 biennium, the Council on Postsecondary Education shall award funds from those appropriated for this purpose on an annual basis to the postsecondary education grant recipient. Funds may be used for personnel to staff the center and carry out the provisions in subsection (4) of this section, instructional resources, operational costs, and training activities for local school personnel.

(6)
The Governor shall appoint a citizens' advisory board to advise the center director on matters of policy. The advisory board shall be composed of fifty percent (50%) parents or guardians of students with dyslexia; forty percent (40%) of persons with training in special education specific to dyslexia, neurology, or related field; and ten percent (10%) knowledgeable lay persons. The director of the center shall be an ex officio nonvoting member.

(7)
The postsecondary education recipient of the resource center shall make periodic reports to the Council on Postsecondary Education on progress and activities and provide an annual summary of services provided.

(8)
The Council on Postsecondary Education shall make a report to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by October 1, 2001, regarding the effectiveness of the resource center and make recommendations regarding continuing appropriations for the center. Beginning with the 2002-2004 biennium, any funds appropriated to the council for the purpose of a center may be included in the budget of the postsecondary education institution that houses the center.

Section 2.   There is appropriated $250,000 in fiscal year 2000-2001, and $300,000 in fiscal year 2001-2002, for the purposes of establishing a statewide resource center for dyslexia.
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