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SUBJECT/TITLE
Racial profiling

SPONSOR
Sen. Gerald Neal

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace officers; city and county police departments; sheriffs offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The provisions of the bill require law enforcement agencies to develop written policies prohibiting stops on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, age, gender, or sexual orientation, with the policies to be submitted to the Law Enforcement Foundation Program (which will withhold funds if the policy is not received).

The provisions of the bill also require peace officers to record certain information about motor vehicle stops and to forward that data to the Attorney General for compilation and publication. The Attorney General is required to inform the General Assembly of the nature and effect of the data reported.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and moderate to significant (depending on the size of jurisdiction, current stop documentation procedures, and interpretations of the provisions of the bill).

Developing a policy will require time and effort, and there will be additional time and effort associated with training, and with any alleged violations of its provisions.

Most (but not all) of the information required to be gathered under the bill is presently collected when citations are issued. However, a written warning only generates a driver's name, address, and the violation; verbal warnings generally produce no data, except in cities such as Lexington, which documents all stop information in a manner similar to the requirements of this bill. Thus, a practical effect of the bill's provisions will be to make all stops (whether verbal warning, issued warning, or issued citation) both formal and documented; all in the same manner. To that extent, varying degrees of additional time and effort will be required for all stops.  

The fiscal impact of the reporting requirements are indeterminable. The provisions of the bill require only that the stop data be collected and forwarded to the Attorney General (AG). This could be as simple as sending facsimiles of individual stop data forms to the AG once a year. On the other hand, if a report format was required (on an annual, monthly or quarterly basis), this could require collating the data prior to reporting to the AG. If that were to become the case, significant time and effort would be required to comply. In any event, it is reasonable to anticipate that local law enforcement agencies will do some analysis of the data on their own.

If the state uniform citation is not modified to cover all the data required by the provisions of the bill, then duplicate citation forms will be required.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Ted Evans (Frankfort Chief of Police); Larry Walsh (Chief of Police, Lexington); Ted Collins (Chair, Legislative Comm. of the Ky. Peace Officers Assoc.)
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