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An Act relating to state group health insurance, making and appropriation therefor, and declaing an emergency.
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of SB 288/GA is to change the state group health insurance program, by establishing a Kentucky Group Health Insurance Board and requiring the state Personnel Cabinet to assess the enrollment, claims and utilization data for the state group.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  This legislation creates a new section of KRS Chapter 18A to establish the Kentucky Group Health Insurance Board to study several issues related to employee health insurance and to set policy on the state employee health insurance program; amends KRS 18A.225 to require the Personnel Cabinet to develop data collection and analysis capabilities in order to assess enrollment, claims, and utilization data for the state group and to require insurers to submit specific data; amends various sections of KRS Chapters 161 and 79 to stipulate conditions under which groups may leave the state group; amends KRS 18A.227 to change the definition of "employee,"; requires 100 hours of work or paid leave to qualify for health care or flexible spending benefits, and prohibits retiree or spouse from health care contribution when employed by the state; amends KRS 18A.355 to specify employee as one covered by classified or unclassified service; 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  SB 288/GA has no fiscal impact.  The Personnel Cabinet has stated that they can handle the additional workload with existing staff and resources.
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