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Fiscal Analysis:
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FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)

$100,000
$100,000


Expenditures (+/-)

$100,000
$100,000


Net Effect

$0
$0


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Requires that the Cabinet for Health Services certify naturopaths, and prohibits naturopaths from practicing or claiming to practice medicine, surgery, osteopathy, dentistry, podiatry, optometry, chiropractic, physical therapy, or obstetrics unless also licensed as a physician.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 211 to require the Cabinet for Health Services to certify naturopaths; Defines terms for certification; Prohibits the person from holding himself or herself out as a certified naturopath unless certified under this chapter; Prohibits a certified naturopath from prescribing drugs, performing surgical procedures, and practicing or claiming to practice medicine, surgery, osteopathy, dentistry, podiatry, optometry, chiropractic, physical therapy, or obstetrics unless also licensed as a physician; Requires a naturopath, who is not licensed as a physician, to inform his customers that he is not a medical doctor and that he does not use allopathic medical procedures; Creates exemptions; Establishes grounds by which the applicant or certificate holder may be disciplined; Permits the Cabinet to promulgate administrative regulations establishing fees, the examination to be taken, the procedures by which a certificate is issued, renewed, or reinstated, the conduct of the hearings, and a code of ethics; Specifies that modalities used in naturopathy are not the exclusive privilege of certified naturopaths; Amends KRS 311.550 to exclude "the practice of naturopathy" from the definition of the "practice of medicine." 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 306 would require two licensure survey and certification staff costing an estimated $100,000 per year.  However, HB 306 requires the Cabinet for Health Services to establish certification fees which would are to be utilized to support the costs associated on with the implementation of the Act. 
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