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AN ACT relating to the mentally ill.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 202A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
When a person who has been involuntarily committed in accordance with any provision of this chapter is to be released, the staff person with releasing authority shall make a written determination as to whether or not the releasee will require continuing medication, treatment, or a combination thereof following release.

(2)
If it is determined that the person to be released will not require continuing medication, treatment, or a combination thereof following release, the releasing authority shall make a written notification of this determination to the court that committed the person. The court may hold a hearing on the issue of the release and may concur with the findings of the releasing authority or may direct the releasing authority to take further action in the matter prior to the release of the person.

(3)
If it is determined that the person to be released will require continuing medication, treatment, or a combination thereof, the staff person with releasing authority shall present to the court that committed the person a written plan for monitoring the person to be released to ensure that the person to be released will take the required medication, attend the required treatment, or a combination thereof for the period during which medication, treatment, or both may reasonably be expected to be required. The plan shall include a mechanism for the releasing authority to apply to the court for recommitment of the person to be released if, following release, it is determined that the person is no longer taking required medication, not attending required treatment, or a combination thereof and may represent a threat to self or others if not recommitted. The court may hold a hearing on the issue of the release, the medication and treatment plan, and the monitoring mechanism to assure that the person to be released will comply with the plan. The court may concur with the findings of the releasing authority and the plan or may direct the releasing authority to take further action in the matter prior to release of the person.

(4)
No person who has been involuntarily committed to a mental health facility in accordance with any statute under this chapter shall be released without court approval as specified in this section.

Section 2.   KRS 202A.171 is amended to read as follows:

An authorized staff physician of a hospital shall, after following the procedure specified in Section 1 of this Act, discharge an involuntary patient when he no longer meets the criteria for involuntary hospitalization.
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