UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  03/02/00
00 REG. SESS.
00 RS BR 146


AN ACT relating to property taxation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 134.020 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All state, county, and district taxes, except as otherwise provided by law, shall be due and payable on September 15 following the assessment; except that all taxes in any year on unmanufactured tobacco, money in hand, or money on deposit outside this state, shall be due and payable on the second succeeding September 15 following the assessment, unless otherwise provided by law.

(2)
Any taxpayer who pays his state, county, or district taxes by November 1 after they become due in any year shall be entitled to two percent (2%) discount thereon, and the sheriff shall allow the discount and give a receipt in full to the taxpayer. The sheriff may, at any time after the taxes mentioned in this section become due, receive less than the face amount of the tax bill as a credit on the amount due, including the amount of any penalties then due; and every payment shall be credited upon the tax bill or upon sheets annexed thereto for that purpose, and acknowledged in writing or by a rubber stamp, indicating the amount so paid to the sheriff. The sheriff or any authorized collector of property taxes may accept payment of taxes due by any commercially acceptable means, including credit cards.

(3)
All state, county, and district taxes, except as otherwise provided by law, shall become delinquent on January 1 following their due date.

(4)
Any taxes which are not paid by the date when they become delinquent shall be subject to a penalty of ten percent (10%) on the taxes due and unpaid; except that taxes which became delinquent on January 1 shall be subject to a penalty of only five percent (5%) on the taxes due and unpaid, if paid on or before the last day of March[January]. The sheriff shall collect the penalty and account for it as he is required to collect and account for taxes.

(5)
When the tax collection schedule is delayed, through no fault of the taxpayers, the Revenue Cabinet may institute a revised collection schedule. The revised collection dates shall allow a two percent (2%) discount for all payments made within thirty (30) calendar days of the date the tax bills were mailed. Upon expiration of the time period to pay the tax bill with a discount, the face amount of the tax bill shall be due during the next thirty (30) days. If the time period to pay the face amount has lapsed, a five percent (5%) penalty shall be added to the tax bill for payments made during the next sixty (60)[thirty (30)] day period. Upon expiration of this time period, a ten percent (10%) penalty shall be added to all tax bills paid thereafter.

(6)
If, upon expiration of the five percent (5%) penalty period, the real property tax delinquencies of the sheriff exceed fifteen percent (15%), the sheriff shall be required to make additional reasonable collection efforts. If the sheriff fails to initiate additional reasonable collection efforts within fifteen (15) business days following the expiration of the five percent (5%) penalty period, the secretary of the cabinet may act in the name of and on behalf of the cities, counties, schools, and other taxing districts to collect the delinquent taxes. In the performance of any tax collection duties undertaken by the cabinet, the cabinet shall have all the powers, rights, and authority for the collection of taxes established in Chapters 131, 132, 133, and 134 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. If the cabinet assumes collection duties, all fees and commissions which the sheriff would have been entitled to receive from the taxing districts after the expiration of the five percent (5%) penalty period shall be paid to the cabinet for deposit in the delinquent tax fund as provided in KRS 134.400.

Section 2.   KRS 134.430 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All personal property owned by a delinquent taxpayer shall be subject to distraint, and all property owned by him shall be subject to levy and sale by the proper collecting officer at any time from April 1[February 1] after the tax claim becomes delinquent until the tax claim is barred by limitations, unless otherwise provided by law.

(2)
When any taxpayer becomes delinquent in the payment of a tax bill covering any property assessed by the property valuation administrator, the county board of assessment appeals, the cabinet, or any omitted property irrespective of by whom assessed, the sheriff may distrain a sufficient quantity of the delinquent's personal property in the county to pay the tax claim, and a necessary part of this property shall be sold as under execution for cash. Neglect on the part of the sheriff to distrain and sell personal property shall not affect the validity of the sale of the tax claim, or the lien or the rights of any purchaser. If personal property sufficient to satisfy the tax claim cannot be found in the county, the sheriff may sell so much of the personal property as is found and enter proper credit on the tax bill.

(3)
As compensation for services, the sheriff shall be entitled to an additional ten percent (10%) of that part of the tax claim represented by the total taxes plus ten percent (10%) penalty, for all delinquent taxes collected from the time the ten percent (10%) penalty becomes applicable through the sale of the tax claims. This fee shall be added to the total amount due and paid by the person paying the delinquent tax bill.

(4)
If no personal property is found, or the amount found is insufficient, the sheriff shall, no later than the first full week in April, advertise for sale the tax claims of the state, county, and other taxing districts, if there is any real property subject to the lien provided in subsection (1) of KRS 134.420. The sheriff shall receive offers for the purchase of tax claims up to fifteen (15) business days following the date of the initial advertisement or no later than April 30, or the last business day prior to April 30, if April 30 falls on a weekend or holiday.

(5)
No sheriff shall knowingly sell a tax claim on the same tract of land more than once for the same tax.

Section 3.   The amendments contained in Sections 1 and 2 of this Act shall apply for tax assessment years beginning on or after January 1, 2000.
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