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SUBJECT/TITLE
Local option precinct election

SPONSOR
Sen. Tom Buford

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerks 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 39/SCS would allow a local option election for the limited sale of alcoholic beverages by the drink in any precinct containing a nine- or 18-hole regulation golf course meeting United States Golf Association criteria.  The bill applies to "dry" counties with "wet" cities.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 39/SCS is indeterminable and would vary from county to county. According to Alcoholic Beverage Control figures, there are 15 "dry" counties with so-called "moist" cities, or municipalities that are "wet" either in whole or in part.  Those counties are: Boyd, Harlan, Henry, Hopkins, Jessamine, Lewis, Logan, Madison, Montgomery, Pendleton, Pike, Rowan, Shelby, Warren and Washington.  It is not known how many golf courses would come under provisions of this bill.

Precinct-level local option elections are allowable under state statutes.  To have a precinct-level option election under this bill, should it become law, the precinct would have to be dry in a dry county that has a moist city, and have a regulation nine-or 18-hole golf course within the precinct's boundaries.  Should the precinct with the golf course vote wet, the golf course would be the only applicant that could receive a drink license.  Presumably, if there are two golf courses in the precinct, only the course mentioned on the ballot could get the liquor license.

The fiscal impact of this measure comes mainly in the cost of conducting a precinct-level local option election.  Officials said those costs can vary by county.  A county pays for a local option election, whereas counties and the state share the cost of regular elections.  A Kentucky County Clerks' Association survey came up with an average cost of $750 per precinct statewide to conduct an election.  A state Board of Elections survey of the 1998 General Election put the per-precinct average cost of conducting an election at $1,068.  James Lewis, president of the clerks' association, said precinct-level option election costs are generally higherSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"he estimated roughly $2,000SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"because many of the costs associated with those are the same as regular countywide elections.  That was borne out in Madison County where a December 1999 precinct-level option election cost taxpayers about $3,200.  The election there carried many of the same costs as a regular election, plus there also were some internal, office costs associated with processing the petition calling for the election.  Finally, this measure could have a minimal effect on local alcoholic beverage administration and enforcement.
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