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AN ACT relating to education about blood-borne pathogens.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 160 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Each school district shall provide age-appropriate education to students on the transmission of blood-borne pathogens that include, but are not limited to, the human immunodeficiency virus and hepatitis A, B, and C. The education shall be provided at least once during the middle school years and once during the high school years. The exact timing and frequency of this education as well as the specific curriculum content shall be determined by the local school board. All curriculum content shall be based on scientific facts and approved by the Cabinet for Health Services and consistent with education recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Section 2.   KRS 214.610 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
The Cabinet for Health Services shall approve appropriate educational courses on the transmission, control, treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome with an emphasis on appropriate behavior and attitude change to be completed as specified in the respective chapters by each person licensed or certified under KRS Chapters 311, 312, 313, 314, 315, 320, 327, 333, 335 and emergency medical technicians licensed pursuant to KRS Chapter 211.

(b)
To the extent possible, the educational courses under this paragraph shall:

1.
Be approved by the cabinet with input from the colleges of medicine and allied health in the Commonwealth;

2.
Be updated on an annual basis, with emphasis placed on changes in Kentucky law affecting HIV testing and reporting; confidentiality and privacy about of HIV-related data, information, and reports; and advances in treatment protocols, intervention protocols, coordination of services, and other information deemed important by the Department for Public Health, the colleges of medicine and allied health, and the HIV and AIDS Advisory Council;

3.
Inform all professions involved with or affected by the birthing process about the importance of HIV testing of pregnant women and the probability of preventing perinatal transmission of HIV with appropriate treatment; and

4.
Update all health care professionals and other occupations subject to HIV education on the prevention of blood-borne pathogens. Priority should be given to insure that individuals who work with persons who are infected, affected, or at risk receive education on transmission and prevention and psychosocial, risk assessment, and referral resources. The education should be specific to the specialty of the health care professional or other occupations. The design of these programs should involve contact with the appropriate professional associations, societies, and licensing or certifying boards or agencies.
(2)
Each licensee or certificate holder shall submit confirmation on a form provided by the cabinet of having completed the course by July 1, 1991, except persons licensed under KRS Chapters 314 and 327 for whom the completion date shall be July 1, 1992.

Section 3.   KRS 214.615 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The cabinet shall require as a condition of granting a license under the chapters specified in KRS 311.450, 311.601, 312.175, 313.080, 313.305, 314.073, 315.065, 320.280, 327.050, 333.190, 335.080, 335.090, 335.100, and 335.150 that an applicant making initial application for licensure complete an educational course approved by the cabinet on the transmission, control, treatment, and prevention of the human immunodeficiency virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. An applicant who has not taken a course at the time of licensure shall upon an affidavit showing good cause be allowed six (6) months to complete this requirement.

(2)
The cabinet may promulgate administrative regulations to carry out the provisions of this section.

(3)
The cabinet shall report to the General Assembly by March 1 of each year, as to the implementation and compliance with the requirements of this section.

(4)
To the extent possible, the educational courses under this section shall:
(a)
Be approved by the cabinet with input from the colleges of medicine and allied health in the Commonwealth;
(b)
Be updated on an annual basis, with emphasis placed on changes in Kentucky law affecting HIV testing and reporting; confidentiality and privacy about of HIV-related data, information, and reports; and advances in treatment protocols, intervention protocols, coordination of services, and other information deemed important by the Department for Public Health, the colleges of medicine and allied health, and the HIV and AIDS Advisory Council;
(c)
Inform all professions involved with or affected by the birthing process about the importance of HIV testing of pregnant women and the probability of preventing perinatal transmission of HIV with appropriate treatment; and
(d)
Update all health care professionals and other occupations subject to HIV education on the prevention of blood-borne pathogens. Priority should be given to insure that individuals who work with persons who are infected, affected, or at risk receive education on transmission and prevention and psychosocial, risk assessment, and referral resources. The education should be specific to the specialty of the health care professional or other occupations. The design of these programs should involve contact with the appropriate professional associations, societies, and licensing or certifying boards or agencies.
SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 222 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Cabinet for Health Services shall develop and implement a statewide educational media campaign that discourages the use of illegal drugs. This campaign shall be targeted particularly towards adolescents and young adults.
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