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AN ACT relating to high school athletics.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall manage interscholastic athletics in the common schools provided that the rules, regulations, and bylaws of the association shall be provided to the Kentucky Board of Education for comment prior to promulgation. 
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall be composed of public schools, grades 9-12, which meet the standards of the Kentucky Board of Education and the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Pub. L. 92-318, as amended by Section 3 of Pub. L. 93-568, 88 Stat. 1855, and nonpublic schools that meet the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Pub. L. 92-318, as amended by Section 3 of Pub. L. 93-568, 88 Stat. 1855, and voluntarily comply with standards of the Kentucky Board of Education. Member schools are required to comply with the provisions of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association's constitution and bylaws. No school shall become a member or continue to be member if its detailed financial, scholastic, and attendance records are not matters of public property or record. Grades K-5 shall not be eligible for membership.

(2)
The officers of the association shall be a commissioner and a board of control composed of sixteen (16) members, at least three (3) of whom shall be African-American, and at least three (3) of whom shall be female.

(3)
Each local board of education or the governing body of a private or parochial member school shall appoint one (1) member representative for each member school within the school district or under its control to represent that school in the association. Representatives shall hold a valid Kentucky teaching certificate issued by the Educational Professional Standards Board.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
(a)
Eight (8) board of control members shall be elected by a vote of the representatives of the member schools in each section to serve as sectional board of control members. A section is defined as the combination of two (2) contiguous regions as defined by the Kentucky High School Athletic Association alignment in basketball. The basketball regions shall be Regions 1 and 2 (Section 1), Regions 3 and 4 (Section 2), Regions 5 and 6 (Section 3), Regions 7 and 8 (Section 4), Regions 9 and 10 (Section 5), Regions 11 and 12 (Section 6), Regions 13 and 14 (Section 7), and Regions 15 and 16 (Section 8). Terms of the sectional board of control members shall be staggered so that two (2) are elected each year.

(b)
One (1) member who is African-American shall be elected by the representatives from Regions 1 through 8, and one (1) member who is African-American shall be elected by representatives from Regions 9 through 16 to serve as designated members of the board of control. One (1) member who is female shall be elected by the representatives from Regions 1 through 8, and one (1) member who is female shall be elected by representatives from Regions 9 through 16 to serve as designated members of the board of control. Terms of the members specified in this paragraph shall be staggered so that one (1) is elected each year. 
(c)
Four (4) at-large members of the board of control are to be appointed by the Kentucky Board of Education. These members are to be at-large appointments recommended by the Commissioner of Education. The appointees shall not be an employee of any member school or its central administration, or of the administration of the Kentucky Department of Education. At least one (1) of these appointees shall be African-American, and at least one (1) shall be female. Terms of the at-large members shall be staggered so that one (1) is appointed each year.
(2)
(a)
Members of the board of control shall serve a four (4) year term in office unless filling an unexpired term created by death or resignation of a member, in which case the balance of the remaining term is the term in office. The term year for the board of control shall be July 1 through June 30.

(b)
No member is eligible to serve more than two (2) consecutive complete four (4) year terms with no further limits as to lifetime eligibility. 
(c)
Sectional members are not eligible to serve on the board of control if the region has been represented for two (2) consecutive four (4) year terms.
(3)
To be eligible for membership as a sectional or designated representative on the board of control, a person must be an employee holding a valid Kentucky teaching certificate issued by the Educational Professional Standards Board and be an employee of a Kentucky High School Athletic Association member school or system that is in good standing with the Kentucky High School Athletic Association. The representative must be employed full time in the region he or she is to represent and must remain employed in that region during his or her tenure of office. He or she shall not be eligible after serving two (2) consecutive four (4) year terms. If a vacancy occurs with less than one (1) year remaining on the term in office, the board of control shall fill the vacancy for the remainder of the term. If a vacancy occurs with one (1) year or more remaining, the commissioner of the Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall ensure the vacancy is filled within sixty (60) days in the same manner as that prescribed for the regular selection of board members.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The president of the board of control shall preside at all its meetings and at the annual meeting of the association. The president may call special meetings of the board of control when deemed necessary.

(2)
The vice-president of the board of control shall perform the duties ordinarily pertaining to the office.

(3)
The commissioner established in subsection (2) of Section 5 of this Act shall be the executive officer of the association, subject to the advice of the board of control, and shall act as secretary-treasurer of the organization. The commissioner's shall:

(a)
Employ personnel deemed necessary including those required by statute or decree;

(b)
Prepare and receive reports and keep all records as directed by the board of control as outlined in the association's constitution, bylaws, and tournament regulations and provide a quarterly report of eligibility rulings to the board of control;

(c)
Interpret the constitution, bylaws, and tournament regulations;

(d)
Enforce all penalties provided for and fix penalties for violations for which no penalties are prescribed;

(e)
Have the authority to suspend offending schools for the violation of regulations prescribed in the bylaws and tournament regulations though the board of control through its own initiative or on appeal from a suspended school may sustain or set aside the action of the commissioner;

(f)
Make arrangements for and conduct the management of all state tournaments after consulting the board of control as to the site and proposed plan of management. The commissioner shall have the authority to contract with appropriate entities to manage all postseason contests;

(g)
Be responsible for editing and publishing the association's official magazine to be called "The Athlete," and cause to be published in "The Athlete" the complete record of the minutes of each regular and called meeting of the board of control that shall appear in the next issue immediately following the meeting of the board of control;

(h)
Arrange a series of baseball, basketball, field hockey, football, golf, soccer, softball, swimming, track, volleyball and wrestling rules interpretation clinics before the beginning of the respective seasons;

(i)
Promote sportsmanship among schools, athletes, and the general public; and

(j)
Submit an annual report through the Commissioner of Education to the Kentucky Board of Education and, as needed, advise the Kentucky Department of Education legal counsel of all legal action brought against the association.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Kentucky High School Athletic Association Board of Control shall:
(1)
Have general supervision of the affairs of the association deciding all questions and performing all duties not provided for in the constitution;
(2)
Establish the office of the commissioner, hire a person to hold that office, and evaluate annually the performance of the commissioner;
(3)
Establish salaries for staff comparable to duties and responsibilities;
(4)
Establish annually, goals and achievements for the board of control and the association;
(5)
Perform a self-assessment of the board of control and the association;
(6)
Report annually, the goals, achievements, and self-assessments to the Kentucky Board of Education;
(7)
Hold a minimum of six (6) regular meetings annually;
(8)
Be empowered to transact business when a majority of its members is present at a meeting. A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum;
(9)
Review all proposed changes to the association's constitution and bylaws. The board shall have authority to reject any proposed change determined not be in the best interest of the association;
(10)
Have authority to publish an association magazine;
(11)
Have authority, upon petition and for cause shown, to reinstate any student or coach who has been barred from competition;
(12)
Have the authority to assess fines and impose penalties in compliance with an established penalty code with minimum and maximum penalties for each rule violation;
(13)
Have authority to establish tournaments and meets in all sports and to adopt regulations for these tournaments and meets. The board of control shall have the authority to assess receipts of all postseason games, meets, or tournaments in all sports;
(14)
Have authority to amend the playing rules for any sport sponsored by the association;
(15)
Have authority, as trustees, to purchase or otherwise acquire real property, and to sell, exchange, lease, mortgage, or in any manner dispose of any real property upon the terms and for the considerations the trustees consider proper; and
(16)
Appoint the delegates who represent Kentucky at the annual meeting of the National Federation of State High School Associations.
SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

In the annual meeting of the association, the delegates shall consist of one (1) representative from each member school of the association. The Kentucky Coaches Association, the Kentucky Association of Secondary School Principals, the Kentucky Association of School Superintendents, the Kentucky High School Athletic Directors Association, and any other related group approved by the board of control shall also be entitled to designate a member to the annual meeting who shall have a voice, but not a vote, in the proceedings of the meeting. The delegates shall transact all business of the annual meeting. There shall be no vote by proxy.
SECTION 7.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall assure through its rules or regulations that if a secondary school sponsors or intends to sponsor an athletic activity or sport that is similar to a sport for which National Collegiate Athletic Association members offer an athletic scholarship, the school shall sponsor the athletic activity or sport for which a scholarship is offered. The rules or regulations shall specify which athletic activities are similar to sports for which National Collegiate Athletic Association members offer scholarships.
(2)
The association shall not prohibit pupils in grades seven (7) to eight (8) from participating in any high school sports except for high school varsity wrestling, soccer, and football, or from participating on more than one (1) school-sponsored team at the same time in the same sport. The association, may restrict, limit, or prohibit participation in high school varsity wrestling, soccer, and football for students who have not successfully completed the eighth grade.
(3)
Any student who turns nineteen (19) years of age prior to August 1 shall not be eligible for high school athletics in Kentucky. Any student who turns nineteen (19) years of age on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for that school year only.
SECTION 8.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall establish the procedures for monitoring the compliance of schools providing interscholastic athletics with the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Pub. L. 92-318, as amended by Section 3 of Pub. L. 93-568, 88 Stat. 1855. The procedures shall include, but not be limited to:
(a)
An audit, review, and assessment process designed to investigate the compliance of each school no less often than once every five (5) years; and

(b)
The provision of assistance to schools regarding compliance with the requirements of Title IX.

(2)
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association may detect violations of Title IX through its ongoing compliance reviews or may receive complaints referred by the Division of Equity in the Department of Education. The association shall investigate its findings and the complaints from the Division of Equity and report violations to the Division of Equity for action. 
(3)
Upon recommendation of the Division of Equity, the Kentucky Board of Education may discipline, put on probation, or suspend the athletic programs of any school that are in substantial violation of the requirements of Title IX. A school whose athletic program has been suspended shall lose its membership in the association during the period of suspension.
(4)
The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall monitor the compliance of schools and shall regularly report to the board.

Section 9.   KRS 156.070 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall have the management and control of the common schools and all programs operated in these schools, including [interscholastic athletics, ]the Kentucky School for the Deaf, the Kentucky School for the Blind, and community education programs and services.

(2)[
The Kentucky Board of Education may designate an organization or agency to manage interscholastic athletics in the common schools, provided that the rules, regulations, and bylaws of any organization or agency so designated shall be approved by the board, and provided further that any administrative hearing conducted by the designated managing organization or agency shall be conducted in accordance with KRS Chapter 13B.

(a)
The state board or its designated agency shall assure through promulgation of administrative regulations that if a secondary school sponsors or intends to sponsor an athletic activity or sport that is similar to a sport for which National Collegiate Athletic Association members offer an athletic scholarship, the school shall sponsor the athletic activity or sport for which a scholarship is offered. The administrative regulations shall specify which athletic activities are similar to sports for which National Collegiate Athletic Association members offer scholarships.

(b)
The state board or any agency designated by the state board to manage interscholastic athletics shall not promulgate rules, administrative regulations, or bylaws which prohibit pupils in grades seven (7) to eight (8) from participating in any high school sports except for high school varsity wrestling, soccer, and football, or from participating on more than one (1) school-sponsored team at the same time in the same sport. The Kentucky Board of Education, or an agency designated by the board to manage interscholastic athletics, may promulgate administrative regulations restricting, limiting, or prohibiting participation in high school varsity wrestling, soccer, and football for students who have not successfully completed the eighth grade.

(c)
Any student who turns nineteen (19) years of age prior to August 1 shall not be eligible for high school athletics in Kentucky. Any student who turns nineteen (19) years of age on or after August 1 shall remain eligible for that school year only.

(3)]
(a)
The Kentucky Board of Education is hereby authorized to lease from the State Property and Buildings Commission, or others, whether public or private, any lands, buildings, structures, installations, and facilities suitable for use in establishing and furthering television and related facilities as an aid or supplement to classroom instruction, throughout the Commonwealth, and for incidental use in any other proper public functions. The lease may be for any initial term commencing with the date of the lease and ending with the next ensuing June 30, which is the close of the then-current fiscal biennium of the Commonwealth, with exclusive options in favor of the board to renew the same for successive ensuing bienniums, July 1 in each even year to June 30 in the next ensuing even year; and the rentals may be fixed at the sums in each biennium, if renewed, sufficient to enable the State Property and Buildings Commission to pay therefrom the maturing principal of and interest on, and provide reserves for, any revenue bonds which the State Property and Buildings Commission may determine to be necessary and sufficient, in agreement with the board, to provide the cost of acquiring the television and related facilities, with appurtenances, and costs as may be incident to the issuance of the bonds.

(b)
Each option of the Kentucky Board of Education to renew the lease for a succeeding biennial term may be exercised at any time after the adjournment of the session of the General Assembly at which appropriations shall have been made for the operation of the state government for such succeeding biennial term, by notifying the State Property and Buildings Commission in writing, signed by the chief state school officer, and delivered to the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet as a member of the commission. The option shall be deemed automatically exercised, and the lease automatically renewed for the succeeding biennium, effective on the first day thereof, unless a written notice of the board's election not to renew shall have been delivered in the office of the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet before the close of business on the last working day in April immediately preceding the beginning of the succeeding biennium.

(c)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall not itself operate leased television facilities, or undertake the preparation of the educational presentations or films to be transmitted thereby, but may enter into one (1) or more contracts to provide therefor, with any public agency and instrumentality of the Commonwealth having, or able to provide, a staff with proper technical qualifications, upon which agency and instrumentality the board, through the chief state school officer and the Department of Education, is represented in such manner as to coordinate matters of curriculum with the curricula prescribed for the public schools of the Commonwealth. Any contract for the operation of the leased television or related facilities may permit limited and special uses of the television or related facilities for other programs in the public interest, subject to the reasonable terms and conditions as the board and the operating agency and instrumentality may agree upon; but any contract shall affirmatively forbid the use of the television or related facilities, at any time or in any manner, in the dissemination of political propaganda or in furtherance of the interest of any political party or candidate for public office, or for commercial advertising. No lease between the board and the State Property and Buildings Commission shall bind the board to pay rentals for more than one (1) fiscal biennium at a time, subject to the aforesaid renewal options. The board may receive and may apply to rental payments under any lease and to the cost of providing for the operation of the television or related facilities not only appropriations which may be made to it from state funds, from time to time, but also contributions, gifts, matching funds, devises, and bequests from any source, whether federal or state, and whether public or private, so long as the same are not conditioned upon any improper use of the television or related facilities in a manner inconsistent with the provisions of this subsection.

(3)[(4)]
The state board may, on the recommendation and with the advice of the chief state school officer, prescribe, print, publish, and distribute at public expense such administrative regulations, courses of study, curriculums, bulletins, programs, outlines, reports, and placards as each deems necessary for the efficient management, control, and operation of the schools and programs under its jurisdiction. All administrative regulations published or distributed by the board shall be inclosed in a booklet or binder on which the words "informational copy" shall be clearly stamped or printed.

(4)[(5)]
Upon the recommendation of the chief state school officer or his designee, the state board shall establish policy or act on all matters relating to programs, services, publications, capital construction and facility renovation, equipment, litigation, contracts, budgets, and all other matters which are the administrative responsibility of the Department of Education.

Section 10.   KRS 161.185 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Except as provided in subsection (2), boards of education shall require a member of the school faculty or a member of the administrative staff to accompany students on all school-sponsored or school-endorsed trips.

(2)
Boards of education may permit a nonfaculty coach or nonfaculty assistant, as defined by administrative regulation promulgated by the Kentucky High School Athletic Association[Board of Education under KRS 156.070(2)], to accompany students on all school-sponsored or school-endorsed athletic trips. A nonfaculty coach or nonfaculty assistant shall be at least twenty-one (21) years of age, shall not be a violent offender or convicted of a sex crime as defined by KRS 17.165 which is classified as a felony, and shall submit to a criminal record check under KRS 160.380.

(3)
Prior to assuming his or her duties, a nonfaculty coach or nonfaculty assistant shall successfully complete training provided by the local school district. The training shall include, but not be limited to, information on the physical and emotional development of students of the age with whom the nonfaculty coach and nonfaculty assistant will be working, the district's and school's discipline policies, procedures for dealing with discipline problems, and safety and first aid training. Follow-up training shall be provided annually.

Section 11.   The current members of the board of control of the existing Kentucky High School Athletic Association, operating by designation of the Kentucky Board of Education to manage interscholastic athletics in the common schools, shall constitute the initial membership of the board of control set out in subsection (2) of Section 2 of this Act, with the dates of expiration of terms and eligibility for reelection continuing as they now exist. The Kentucky High School Athletic Association described in subsection (1) of Section 2 of this Act shall continue its functions, duties, and responsibilities as codified into statute by this Act.
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