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Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 434.655 to increase penalties for large credit card thefts; amend KRS 439.3401 to add additional crimes to the definition of violent offender



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill increases the penalty for fraudulent use of a credit card to a Class C felony for amounts over $20,000 and a Class B felony for amounts over $100,000. The Department currently averages 21 commitments per year for fraudulent use of a credit card with a 2-year sentence.  If 10% of these were impacted by this bill then 2 inmates per year would receive a minimum 5-year sentence. 

This bill also includes Robbery and Attempted Murder in the definition of “Violent Offender”.  The Department of Corrections currently averages 10 commitments per year with a 20-year sentence and 120 commitments per year for Robbery I with a 11-year sentence. This bill would increase initial parole eligibility for these commitments from 20% of sentence to 85% of sentence. While having a very minor impact in the coming biennium, the long range impact is estimated to be significant.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill would have no fiscal impact in  FY01. In FY02, the projected increase in inmate commitments would be the equivalent of one inmate at a cost of $23,000. The long-term impact would be much greater in subsequent biennia.
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