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Due Date:

Text of Legislation:  

Require, effective July 1, 2001, any person who engages in electrical work or electrical contracting to hold an effective license or be a registered apprentice electrician; exempt from licensing requirement full-time maintenance worker; person making installations exempt by KRS 227.460; unlicensed nonresident journeyman electrician in temporary, emergency, or industrial shutdown situations; and owner, tenant, or farmer installing or repairing wiring at his or her own residence; define terms; require the Department of Housing, Buildings and Grounds to select and approve an examinations for state licensure, and until July 1, 2001, for local licensure; permit an applicant for a journeyman license to obtain an equivalent industry certificate in lieu of passing an examination; require the department or an authorized local licensing program to issue a state photo ID license; require that the fees for state licenses issued by the authorized local licensing program be retained by the local government and be used solely for administrating KRS 227.450 to 227.500; effective July 1, 2002, require as a condition for license renewal the completion of at least six hours of continuing education; require the department to promulgate administrative regulations establishing the content of continuing education classes and the procedures by which a educational provider is approved; require the department to promulgate administrative regulations establishing initial licensing fees not to exceed $50 for journeyman electricians and $150 for master electricians or electrical contractors; effective July 1, 2001, permit anyone holding an examination certificate issued by a locality or the state to apply for a state license to be effective throughout the state; permit local licensing programs to operate until July 1, 2001; after that time permit local programs to become state agents; establish procedures for the renewal of licenses; require the department to substitute verifiable experience for the license or state examination certificate; establish grounds by which a licensee may be disciplined; establish that persons who practice without a license be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor; require as a condition of the contractor doing business in the state proof of workers' compensation insurance and general liability insurance ; require that a person licensed under KRS 227.450 to 227.500 carry a photo ID license card when he or she is working; require that a vehicle used for transporting materials or equipment be clearly marked with the license number and the company name. 



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The Bill provides that the Department for Housing, Buildings and Construction (HBC) may revoke, suspend, place on probation, refuse to issue or fail to renew the license of any electrician in the state or may restrict, reprimand, censure or fine any licensed electrician for a number of reasons including having been convicted of a felony or of any crime an element of which is dishonesty or fraud.  This bill could impede the ability of inmates completing the technical requirements for certified electrician from obtaining an electricians license.  The DOC currently operates 5 electrical training programs with a total enrollment of 75 students.  The department graduates approximately 16 students annually.  Passage of this bill may reduce the ability of inmates to find employment  in a field for which training is offered by the Department of Corrections.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Although there would be no direct cost to the DOC, it is unclear what effect this bill may have on the continuation of the electrician training programs in the Department of Corrections’ institutions.  Since the bill gives discretionary authority to HBC, it is not known to what extent licenses and licensing will be restricted as it relates to felons being trained in this trade through programs offered by the Department of Corrections.
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