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SUBJECT/TITLE
State Licensing of electrical contractors and master electricians

SPONSOR
Elizabeth Tori

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City, county, urban-county government electrician and electrical contractor licensing programs

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS


This bill places authority for licensure of electrical contractors and master electricians with the Department of Housing, Building and Construction.  Local licensing programs in existence on the effective date of the bill may become an agent of the department for purposes of issuance and renewal of licenses.  Maximum application and exam fees are established.  KRS 227.490, granting cities and counties the authority to require licensure of electricians is repealed.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The effect of this bill is indeterminable.  The bill permits existing authorized local licensing programs to continue as agents of the Department of Housing, Building and Construction for the purposes of issuing and renewing licenses and allows the local licensing programs to retain the fees they collect.  The bill, however, goes on to prescribe a maximum application fee of $150 for electrical contractors and $100 for master electricians and a maximum testing fee of $50 for both contractors and master electricians.  Without a comprehensive database detailing all local governments that have established a local licensing program for electricians and the fees the have established, the impact on local governments is indeterminable.

Additionally, the bill stipulates that renewal fees for licenses will be promulgated by administrative regulation.  Since these fees are not yet determined, we cannot determine the impact on local governments that currently have established renewal fees.  Some range in renewal fees exists in the state.  For example, the Lexington Fayette Urban County Government charges an annual fee of $250 for electrical contractors whereas the city of Louisville charges $100 annually for electrical contractors.  To the extent that renewal fees under this bill are not yet determined, and lacking a comprehensive database detailing local governments with licensing programs for electricians and the renewal fees they charge, the effect of the bill is indeterminable.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Vida Murray, LRC; Judith Walden, General Counsel, Dept. for Housing and Building; Gene Stinchcomb, League of Cities; Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government Office of Building Inspection; Charlie McCoy, Dir. State Building and Trades Assoc. 
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