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AN ACT relating to professional development for middle school mathematics teachers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 3 of this Act, unless the context requires otherwise:
(1)
"Center" means the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement;
(2)
"Fund" means the Middle School Mathematics Professional Development Fund;
(3)
"Middle school" means grades six (6) through eight (8), regardless of school or district configuration; and
(4)
"Reliable, replicable research" means objective, valid, scientific studies that:
(a)
Include rigorously defined samples of subjects that are sufficiently large and representative to support the general conclusions drawn;
(b)
Rely on measurements that meet established standards of reliability and validity;
(c)
Test competing theories, where multiple theories exist; and
(d)
Are subjected to peer review before results are published.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Middle School Mathematics Professional Development Fund is created to provide resources to insure the availability across the state of middle school teachers with a high level of mathematics content knowledge and a demonstrated ability in successfully imparting mathematics content knowledge to students.

(2)
The fund may provide moneys to middle school mathematics teachers for:

(a)
Tuition reimbursement for successful completion of college or university level mathematics courses approved for this purpose by the Education Professional Standards Board;
(b)
Stipends for participation in and successful completion of:
1.
College or university courses approved for this purpose by the Education Professional Standards Board;

2.
Teacher institutes developed for middle school mathematics instructors by the Department of Education in compliance with KRS Chapter 156.097; and

3.
Other professional development programs approved by Kentucky Department of Education; and

(c)
Reimbursement for other approved professional development activities throughout the school year, including reimbursement for:

1.
Travel to and from professional development mathematics workshops; and

2.
Travel to and from other schools for the observation of, and consultation with, peer mathematics mentors.
(3)
The Education Professional Standards Board shall determine the college and university courses for which teachers may receive reimbursement from the fund.
(4)
The Department of Education shall:

(a)
Administer the fund;

(b)
Determine the professional development programs for which teachers may receive reimbursement from the fund;

(c)
Determine the level of stipend or reimbursement, subject to the availability of appropriated funds, for particular courses and programs, under subsections 2(a) to 2(c) of this section; and

(d)
Provide an accounting of fund expenditures to the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement, upon request of the center, for use in preparing the center's annual report.
(5)
The professional development programs approved by the Department of Education for which teachers may receive support from the fund shall:

(a)
Focus on improving the mathematics content knowledge of middle school mathematics teachers;

(b)
Provide instruction on teaching methods, to effectively impart mathematics content knowledge to all students;

(c)
Include intensive training institutes and workshops during the summer;

(d)
Provide programs for the ongoing support of teacher participants throughout the year, which may include:

1.
A peer coaching or mentoring, and assessment program; and

2.
Planned activities, including:

a.
Follow-up workshops; and

b.
Support networks of teachers of middle school mathematics using technologies including, but not limited to, telephone, video, and on-line computer networks; and

(e)
Provide teacher participants with professional development credit toward renewal of certification under the provisions of KRS 161.095, relating to continuing education for teachers.
(6)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall specify through promulgation of administrative regulations:

(a)
The application and approval process for receipt of funds;

(b)
The requirements and process for the disbursal of funds; and

(c)
The number of each kind of approved course for which applicants may receive funds.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement is created to improve the content knowledge and instructional practice of middle school mathematics teachers through the coordination of professional development programs for middle school mathematics teachers, the provision of technical assistance to schools and teachers, and the collection and dissemination of information and research regarding effective models of teaching mathematics to middle school students.

(2)
The center shall:

(a)
Foster collaboration between the center, the Department of Education, the Education Professional Standards Board, postsecondary institutions of education, postsecondary departments of mathematics, and other entities to develop content-based teacher preparation programs and ongoing professional development programs for middle school mathematics teachers, aligned with the Department of Education's core content for assessment;

(b)
Assist school districts in assessing and addressing their needs and deficiencies in middle school mathematics curriculum and instruction;

(c)
Assist middle school mathematics teachers in establishing and maintaining networks of communication to share information regarding middle school mathematics instructional practice, curriculum development, and other areas of common interest, building upon existing networks;

(d)
Develop and maintain a clearinghouse for information about:

1.
Educational models addressing mathematics skills of middle school students, based on reliable, replicable research;

2.
Mathematics achievement levels of Kentucky students in relation to students in other states and other countries; and

3.
The relationship between student achievement levels and curriculum content, curriculum structure and alignment with content, teacher training, and teaching methods;
(e)
Develop and implement a research structure, in collaboration with the Department of Education, to evaluate the effectiveness of different middle school mathematics instructional models; and

(f)
Submit an annual report to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission by September 1 of each year. The report shall include information outlining the center's activities, information provided by the Kentucky Department of Education regarding the use of money from the Middle School Mathematics Professional Development Fund, and other information regarding efforts to improve the quality of middle school mathematics instruction in Kentucky.
(3)
With the advice of the Commissioner of Education and the Education Professional Standards Board, the Council on Postsecondary Education shall develop a process to solicit, review, and approve a proposal for locating the Center for Middle School Mathematics Achievement at a public or private college or university. The council shall choose a college or university that has demonstrated the coordination of course delivery between the faculties of the college of education and mathematics department within the college or university. The council shall approve the location for the center no later than November 15, 2000.
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