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AN ACT relating to the educational display of historical documents.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 158.195 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Local boards of education may allow any teacher or administrator in a public school district of the Commonwealth to read or post in a public school building, classroom, or event any excerpts or portions of: the national motto; the national anthem; the pledge of allegiance; the preamble to the Kentucky Constitution; the Declaration of Independence; the Mayflower Compact; the writings, speeches, documents, and proclamations of the founding fathers and presidents of the United States; United States Supreme Court decisions; and acts of the United States Congress including the published text of the Congressional Record. There shall be no content-based censorship of American history or heritage in the Commonwealth based on religious references in these writings, documents, and records.

(2)
Local boards of education may authorize schools to erect on school property a comprehensive educational display of historical documents. The display shall include the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, and may include additional documents mentioned in subsection (1) of this section. Part of the display may include specific religious documents, such as the Ten Commandments, provided the purpose or effect of the display does not favor or disfavor religion, or any particular religious belief.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 56 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A governmental agency of the Commonwealth of Kentucky may erect on real property owned or leased by the Commonwealth, a comprehensive educational display of historical documents. The display shall include the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, and may include additional documents mentioned in subsection (1) of Section 1 of this Act. Part of the display may include specific religious documents, such as the Ten Commandments, provided the purpose or effect of the display does not favor or disfavor religion, or any particular religious belief.
SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A local governing body of the Commonwealth of Kentucky may erect on real property owned or leased by the local governing body, a comprehensive educational display of historical documents. The display shall include the United States Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, and may include additional documents mentioned in subsection (1) of Section 1 of this Act. Part of the display may include specific religious documents, such as the Ten Commandments, provided the purpose or effect of the display does not favor or disfavor religion, or any particular religious belief.
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