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AN ACT relating to the deaf and hard of hearing.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 163.510 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The commission shall advise the Governor and the General Assembly concerning policy and programs to enhance the quality and coordination of services for the deaf and hard of hearing.

(2)
The commission shall cooperate with and assist local, state and federal governments and public and private agencies in the development of programs for the deaf and hard of hearing.

(3)
The commission shall review legislative programs relating to services to deaf and hard of hearing persons and shall conduct studies of conditions affecting the health and welfare of the deaf and hard of hearing.

(4)
The commission shall oversee the provision of interpreter services to the deaf and hard of hearing, and may provide services if necessary.

(5)
The commission shall establish a centralized interpreter referral services program for other state agencies to assist them in making their programs and services accessible to persons who are deaf or hard of hearing and to their employees who are deaf or hard of hearing.

(6)
The commission shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with provisions of KRS Chapter 13A as necessary to implement the centralized interpreter referral services program.
Section 2.   KRS 163.500 is amended to read as follows:

Deaf and hard of hearing persons have a range of hearing losses, and include people who are deaf, deaf-blind, hard of hearing, late deafened, oral deaf, and recently deafened, regardless of the severity of loss, age of onset, communication method, use of technology, or sociocultural factors.

(1)
As used in KRS 163.500 to 163.527, unless the context requires otherwise, and in any administrative regulations promulgated under KRS 163.500 to 163.527:

(a)
"Deaf" means a person who uses American Sign Language (ASL) as his or her primary communication mode or who learns and communicates primarily by visual methods;

(b)
"Hard of hearing" means a person who has some degree of hearing loss, varying from mild to profound, does not rely on American Sign Language (ASL) as his or her primary language, utilizes residual hearing and assistive technology, and who is independent in daily living activities; and

(c)
"Late deafened" means a person who has a severe to profound hearing loss with age of onset having occurred after the development of speech and language, derives little or no benefit from assistive listening technology, and requires visual representation of a language, such as English, including visual display technology, to communicate.
(2)
In any administrative regulations promulgated under KRS 163.500 to 163.527:

(a)
"Deaf-blind" means a person who has an auditory and visual loss so severe that the combined sensory disability causes difficulty in attaining independence in daily living activities. The visual and hearing loss may range from no usable hearing or vision in either ear or eye to a severe loss in either or both ears or eyes;

(b)
"Oral deaf" means a person who uses speech, speechreading, and residual hearing as his or her primary means of communication; and

(c)
"Recently deafened" means a person who has acquired a hearing loss within the past five (5) years. The degree of hearing loss may be minimal or profound
[The "deaf" and "hard of hearing" are persons who have hearing disorders. They are people who cannot hear and understand speech clearly through the ear alone, with or without hearing aids].
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