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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION creating a task force on real property tax issues and senior citizens for the purpose of studying administrative, legislative, and Constitutional remedies that address the issues of alternative payment methods that ease the financial burden of making one time annual payments and other real property tax reforms that address the issues of the ability to pay.

WHEREAS, the assessed value of homes that were purchased by individuals a number of years ago far exceeds the purchase price paid for the home by those individuals; and

WHEREAS, a large number of these individuals are senior citizens living on fixed incomes; and

WHEREAS, for these individuals their home is primary financial asset; and

WHEREAS, the real property tax bill notice is mailed out in late September and the taxes become delinquent if not paid by January 1; and

WHEREAS, the one time annual payment of property taxes can be a financial burden for some individuals;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish a task force on real property tax issues and senior citizens to study the issues. The task force shall meet beginning after January 1, 2001, at the call of the co-chairs and shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission and the Governor no later than September 1, 2001. The co-chairs shall be named from the legislative members by the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate. The task force shall study administrative, legislative, and Constitutional remedies that address the issues of alternative payment methods that ease the financial burden of making one time annual payments and other real property tax reforms that address the issues of the ability to pay.

Section 2.   The task force shall consist of 15 members as follows:


(1)
Two senior citizens active in senior citizens issues appointed by the Speaker of the House;


(2)
Two senior citizens active in senior citizens issues appointed by the President of the Senate;


(3)
The State Auditor or representative of the State Auditor's Office;


(4)
The Secretary of the Revenue Cabinet or representative of the Revenue Cabinet;


(5)
A Property Tax Administrator recommended by the Property Valuation Administrators' Association and approved by the Legislative Research Commission;


(6)
A Sheriff recommended by the Sheriffs' Association and approved by the Legislative Research Commission;


(7)
A County Clerk recommended by the County Clerks' Association and approved by the Legislative Research Commission;


(8)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House; and


(9)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate.

Section 3.   Members of the task force shall receive actual travel expenses while attending meetings.

Section 4.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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