HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of SCR 4/GA

On page 1, by adding " and" at the end of the last WHEREAS clause;

On page 1, between the final WHEREAS clause and the line stating "NOW, THEREFORE,", by inserting the following:

"WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee has approved the mission statement of the Subcommittee on Equity and Justice for All Youth (SEJAY), which requires SEJAY to develop a comprehensive strategy for raising awareness of overrepresentation of minorities in the juvenile justice system and to promote policies to reduce this problem; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974, as amended, requires those participating states that discover disproportionate confinement of minority juveniles to develop a plan for reducing such disproportionate confinement; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky, a participating state, needs data to identify the level of disproportionate confinement and overrepresentation of minorities in the juvenile justice system;";

On page 2, between lines 2 and 3, by inserting the following, and renumbering the subsequent section accordingly:

"Section 4.   The Department of Juvenile Justice, in cooperation with the Administrative Office of the Courts, is urged to use the funds available through the Federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 to conduct research and provide data identifying and analyzing the decision making processes in the juvenile justice system regarding the determination to confine youth, and reasons why those processes result in disproportionate confinement of minority youth. The research should include a summary of existing state data, and should recommend improvements to existing data systems.

Section 5.   To the extent federal funds are allocated by the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee for the purpose outline in Section 4 of this Act, the Department of Juvenile Justice is encouraged to contract with an expert in the field of overrepresentation of minority youth to oversee and coordinate research."
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