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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to sharing of juvenile records.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has implemented improved sharing of juvenile records within the state; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is bordered by seven other states and children are constantly moving into Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, unfortunately, a small number of these children have juvenile criminal records in the jurisdictions from which they come; and

WHEREAS, the juvenile records of children from other states are generally unavailable due to confidentiality laws in other states; and

WHEREAS, the unavailability of these records, sometimes even to law enforcement and juvenile service agencies, particularly to schools and agencies with a legitimate interest, causes a situation where a dangerous child may be in the community without anyone knowing about it; and

WHEREAS, a number of these juveniles continue to commit criminal acts in Kentucky, and it is important that states share juvenile records with public agencies with a need to know;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Justice Cabinet and its agencies, particularly the Kentucky State Police and the Department of Juvenile Justice, are urged to confer with representatives of the federal government and with other states to implement record sharing with regard to juvenile criminal and related records.

Section 2.   The Administrative Office of the Courts is urged to confer with courts and court support agencies of the federal courts and courts of other states to implement record sharing with regard to juvenile criminal and related records.

Section 3.   Each state and the federal government is urged to join with Kentucky in a nationwide program to share juvenile criminal and related records for the public safety and benefit of all jurisdictions.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this resolution to the President of the United States, to the governor of each state, and to the Justice Cabinet and the Administrative Office of the Courts.
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