2000 BR 1930/SJR 57/HCS

March 6, 2000

Page 


COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

2000 REGULAR SESSION
1998-99 INTERIM

MEASURE

()X 2000 BR No.
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SJR 57/HCS
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SUBJECT/TITLE
A JOINT RESOLUTION requesting the Kentucky Board of Education and the Department of Education to address the suppression and censorship of American history regarding Judeo-Christianity's influence on Colonial America and on the development of American law and civil government by encouraging teachers and school administrators to implement KRS 158.195 and post and teach from historic displays of original documents which reflect this history and which may also include the Ten Commandments as the rule of colonial courts and the precedent legal code upon which the civil government and laws of the Commonwealth and the Republic were founded.

SPONSOR
Senator Albert Robinson

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
               No Impact
   X   Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
                  State
                      Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact


Fund(s) Impact:
               General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
              (Other)

Local Boards of Education

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

Indeterminable
Indeterminable
Indeterminable

Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable
Indeterminable

_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE: The purpose of SJR 57/HCS is to request the Kentucky Board of Education and the Department of Education to address the suppression and censorship of American history regarding Judeo-Christianity's influence on Colonial America and on the development of American law and civil government by encouraging teachers and school administrators to implement KRS 158.195 and post and teach from historic displays of original documents that reflect this history and may also include the Ten Commandments as the rule of colonial courts and the precedent legal code upon which the civil government and laws of the Commonwealth and the Republic were founded.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  SJR 57/HCS requires the Department of Education to electronically send copies of KRS 158.195 and SJR 57/HCS to all public school teachers across the Commonwealth; states documents depicting the Ten Commandment may be posted in classrooms by any public school teacher and on other public property, when incorporated into an historical display along with other historic documents as described in KRS 158.195; requires the Department of Education to establish a "Read to Lead" program; requires fiscal courts, city councils, school boards, or site-based councils to adopt a resolution or policy before historic displays which incorporate the Ten Commandments are displayed; requires each historic display to be accompanied by copies of KRS 158.195 and SJR 57/HCS; requires the Legislative Research Commission to remit a sufficient number of copies of SJR 57/HCS to the Department of Local Government for distribution; requires the Legislative Research Commission to remit a sufficient number of copies of SJR 57/HCS to the Secretary of State for distribution by the Secretary of State to the statewide elected officials of the Commonwealth. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of SJR 57/HCS is indeterminable due to the inability to predict the manner the Department of Local Government deems most efficient to distribute copies of SJR 57/HCS to all city and county elected officials.  Although the actual fiscal impact is indeterminable, the following cost elements are provided:

Pursuant to SJR 57/HCS, each elected city and county official will receive a copy of the resolution from the Department of Local Government as provided by the Legislative Research Commission.  Currently, there are approximately 2,000 elected city and county officials across the Commonwealth.

The cost to send printed copies of SJR 57/HCS to all elected city and county officials is approximately $1,116 and is itemized below:

Printing Cost
2,000 elected city and county officials X 10 pages = 


20,000 pages



20,000 pages X $.02 per page=




$400 Printing Cost

Mailing Cost
2,000 envelopes X $14 per 500 envelopes 



$56 Envelope Cost



2,000 notifications X $.33 postage 




$660 Postage

Total Notification Cost







$1,116

However, if the Department of Local Government choose to utilize electronic resources for distribution of SJR 57/HCS the notification costs would be insignificant.  The Department of Local Government could distribute SJR 57/HCS electronically through existing computer networks at no cost.  Also, SJR 57/HCS is available to anyone with Internet access at no charge through the Legislative Research Commission web page.

Therefore, the notification costs, pursuant to SJR 57/HCS, would range from $0 (electronic notification) to $1,116 (printed notification).
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