HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2000 REGULAR SESSION

Amend printed copy of SJR 57/HCS

On page 1, following the first "WHEREAS" clause, by inserting;

"WHEREAS, Noah Webster, in his "Sketches of American Policy" of 1785, stated:


"The American (states') constitutions are the most liberal in this particular (ecclesiastical policy) of any on earth; and yet some of them have retained some badges of bigotry.  A profession of the Christian religion is necessary to the states to entitle a man to office.  In some states, it is requisite to subscribe (to) certain articles of faith.  These requisitions are the effect of the same abominable prejudices that have enslaved the human mind in all countries. . . . If there are any means of promoting a millennial state of society, the only means are a general diffusion of knowledge and a free unlimited indulgence given to religious persuasions, without distinction and without preference. . . . The American states have gone far in assisting the progress of truth; but they have stopped short of perfection.  They ought to have given every honest citizen an equal right to enjoy his religion and an equal title to all civil emoluments without obliging him to tell his religion.  Every interference of the civil power in regulating opinion is an impious attempt to take the business of the Deity out of His own hands; and every preference given to any religious denomination is so far slavery and bigotry"; and"
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