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A JOINT RESOLUTION requesting the Kentucky Board of Education and the Department of Education to address the suppression and censorship of American history regarding Christianity's influence on Colonial America and on the development of American law and civil government by encouraging teachers and school administrators to implement KRS 158.195 and post and teach from historic displays of original documents which reflect this history and which may also include the Ten Commandments as the rule of colonial courts and the precedent legal code upon which the civil government and laws of the Commonwealth and the Republic were founded.

WHEREAS, the framers of Kentucky's Constitution acknowledged Almighty God to be the source of the Commonwealth's public and private liberties in the following words:


"We, the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the continuance of these blessings, do ordain and establish this Constitution;" and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky General Assembly has as recently as 1992 determined that there is valid educational purpose in teaching Kentucky and American history from original sources and that this educational goal for teaching history will be advanced by displaying in classrooms of the Commonwealth documents such as the Mayflower Compact, the Preamble to the Kentucky Constitution, President Lincoln's National Day of Prayer Proclamation of March 30, 1863, President Reagan's Proclamation of 1983 as the Year of the Bible, and Congressman Philip M. Crane's remarks in the Congressional Record of February 2, 1983, which include the Ten Commandments as the precedent legal code for American law and government; and

WHEREAS, in 1992, the Kentucky General Assembly recognized in the enactment of KRS 158.195 that there is nothing in the Kentucky or United States Constitution, including the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, which requires or permits the rewriting of American or Kentucky history or the suppression or censorship of those histories for any reason, particularly because of any religious references in historic documents; and

WHEREAS, Stone v. Graham, 449 U.S. 39 (1980), is the Kentucky case that ultimately held KRS 158.178 unconstitutional and caused some to take the Ten Commandments off schoolhouse walls across the country; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court held in Stone v. Graham that the schools could not be compelled by the state to display the Ten Commandments unless the posting was part of an historical presentation; and

WHEREAS, the Ten Commandments could be displayed in public schools because Stone v. Graham specifically recognized the constitutionality of teaching history without censorship or revision or both by allowing that, ". . . the Ten Commandments are integrated into the school curriculum to be used as part of an appropriate study of history and civilization and ethics . . . was permissible;" and

WHEREAS, it became apparent that KRS 158.195 had not begun to be implemented or made known to public school teachers of  the Commonwealth since its adoption in 1992; and

WHEREAS, it is disturbing that after 1965, when the first major federal public education funds came to Kentucky under the Johnson Administration's Great Society programs, some teachers, librarians, and public school administrators were led to believe that the use of historic documents with religious content violated federal guidelines, and consequently, many original historic documents gradually fell into disuse, as indicated in Catherine Millard's "The Rewriting of America's History"; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly reaffirms its statement in KRS 158.195 that "[t]here shall be no content-based censorship of American history or heritage in the Commonwealth based on religious references in these writings, documents, and records; and

WHEREAS, some teachers have acknowledged that they were intimidated and even fearful after 1965 about the use in the classroom of original historic documents that had Christian content; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly encourages the widest possible dissemination and display in the Commonwealth of original historic documents such as those mentioned in KRS 158.195;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The General Assembly requests the Kentucky Board of Education and the Department of Education to address the suppression and censorship of American history regarding Christianity's influence on Colonial America and on the development of American law and civil government by encouraging teachers and school administrators to implement KRS 158.195 and post and teach from historic displays of original documents that reflect this history and that may also include the Ten Commandments as the rule of colonial courts and the precedent legal code upon which the civil government and laws of the Commonwealth and the Republic were founded.

Section 2.   The Department of Education shall make wide distribution of KRS 158.195 and this Resolution by sending copies to all teachers and school administrators across the Commonwealth to stem any climate of fear created by those who would discourage teachers from teaching about Christianity's historic influence on the founding of America and the development of its law and government, because this climate of fear has prevented some teachers from using original source documents to teach students the true origins and nature of the Republic.

Section 3.   In the spirit of KRS 158.195, which was meant to condemn and stop any rewriting of American history by suppressing or censoring those historic documents that acknowledge God and the influence of Christianity on the nation, copies of those historical documents and other original source documents, including the Ten Commandments as the precedent legal code that has significantly influenced the development of the civil and criminal statutes of the Commonwealth and the nation, may be read, taught from, and prominently displayed in the entry hall or foyer of Kentucky public schools as well as classrooms. Each historic display shall be accompanied by clearly legible copies of this Resolution and of KRS 158.195; and the cost of posting and maintaining the displays may be defrayed, in whole or part, by voluntary private contributions.

Section 4.   The Department of Education shall report annually upon its progress in implementing this Resolution and KRS 158.195 to the Legislative Research Commission by making a report each year beginning six months from the date this Resolution becomes effective. The report shall include the number of schools in each district and county which have posted this Resolution, KRS 158.195, and the historic displays described in this Resolution.
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