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A JOINT RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Congressional Delegation to support federal law changes to allow states greater control over the use of methyl-tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in gasoline and directing the state Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet to determine the presence of MTBE in Kentucky waters.

WHEREAS, methyl-tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) is a chemical compound used in formulations of gasoline; and

WHEREAS, MTBE is a suspected human carcinogen and has been discovered to facilitate the movement of gasoline through water; and

WHEREAS, MTBE in gasoline has become locked into use because of the reformulated gasoline program of the federal Clean Air Act and a lack of sufficient quantities of alternative compounds that could replace MTBE; and

WHEREAS, no less that seven proposals are currently before the United States Congress all of which propose to take immediate strong action to allow states to control the use of MTBE or to begin a phaseout of the compound in the nations' fuel supplies; and

WHEREAS, the United States EPA is expected to propose a drinking water standard in the fall of 2000 for MTBE;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Congressional Delegation is urged to support a change to the federal law that will allow Kentucky to ban MTBE.

Section 2.   The state Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet shall determine the extent of use of MTBE in Kentucky and the presence of MTBE in surface water and groundwater in the state, and take action to develop drinking water standards to protect public health from the risks associated with MTBE. The cabinet shall report to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources by January 1, 2001, on progress toward achieving these goals.
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