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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Commissioner of Education to study the high rate of students dropping out of school and make recommendations to address the problem.

WHEREAS, adult illiteracy is like a disease that infects virtually every dimension of Kentucky life; it saps the energy and capability of Kentucky's people and its economy; it feeds the state's unemployment, its welfare rolls, and the correctional institutions; it severely hinders the life chances of young children, undermines school reform, and limits the opportunities for postsecondary education; and

WHEREAS, too many young Kentuckians continue to drop out of school, thereby perpetuating the chronic problem of adult illiteracy; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's capacity to raise the state's per capita income, improve the quality of life of its population, and develop a competitive economy, depends fundamentally on the state's ability to increase the population's education attainment; and  

WHEREAS, population forecasts indicate that Kentucky will continue to experience a decline of its younger population, meaning that Kentucky cannot afford to lose its available human resources needed for a more advanced and technical workforce; and

WHEREAS, people drop out of high school for multiple reasons, but the problems often develop early in the educational experience; and

WHEREAS, although the state and the local school districts have tried many isolated and splintered approaches to solving the dropout problem, they have not addressed it as a statewide problem that affects the state's total well-being; and

WHEREAS, it is critical that the problem be addressed by the educators and other professionals who are responsible for the education and well-being of the young people of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Commissioner of Education shall convene representatives of local school boards, school administrators, teachers, directors of pupil personnel, health and social service providers, the courts, postsecondary education, adult education providers, parents, business and industry, and others who work with young people, to address the reasons young people drop out of school and create systemic solutions to the problem.

Section 2.   The Commissioner of Education shall report regularly to the Interim Committee on Education on the progress of the study and shall report the findings of the study with recommendations to the Interim Committee on Education by September 1, 2001.
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