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A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing and directing a comprehensive study of disproportionate minority youth confinement in the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, an initial review of detention admissions records in Kentucky reveals minority youth are overrepresented in Kentucky's secure detention facilities; and

WHEREAS, after many years of nonparticipation, Kentucky once again became a participating state in the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 as amended in March of 1999; and

WHEREAS, as a participating state, Kentucky is eligible to receive federal funding to support juvenile justice initiatives and programming; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974, as amended, requires participating states identifying disproportionate minority confinement as an issue to develop a plan for reducing disproportionate minority confinement; and

WHEREAS, to develop a meaningful plan to address disproportionate minority confinement, additional research is needed to identify points within the overall juvenile justice system where minorities are overrepresented; and

WHEREAS, data systems in this state currently do not include the information necessary to adequately study minority overrepresentation; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Juvenile Justice and the Administrative Office of the Courts have agreed to jointly examine disproportionate minority confinement in the juvenile justice system; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee was established by Governor Patton in December of 1998 to oversee expenditure of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act funds, and to advise the Governor and the General Assembly on issues relating to juvenile justice; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee is administratively attached to the Department of Juvenile Justice within the Justice Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee has created the Subcommittee on Equity and Justice for All Youth (SEJAY), and has approved its mission statement, which is to develop a comprehensive strategy to raise the awareness of overrepresentation of minority youth in the juvenile justice and child welfare systems, and to promote best practices and policies to reduce the problem of minority overrepresentation in these systems; and

WHEREAS, in order for the SEJAY, the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee, the Administrative Office of the Courts, and the Department of Juvenile Justice to conduct a meaningful study so that a comprehensive plan can be developed and recommendations made regarding overrepresentation of minority youth in the juvenile justice system, it is essential that this effort receive the support and cooperation of many state agencies and departments;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Juvenile Justice is directed to use funds available through the Federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974, and allocated by the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee for such purposes, to support the SEJAY, in collaboration with the Administrative Office of the Courts, in conducting a research project that will provide a systemic analysis of data to identify and assess the various decision points in the juvenile justice system that result in the confinement of youth, with particular emphasis on the disproportionate confinement of minority youth. This effort will require data collection from many agencies and departments within the juvenile justice system, as well as law enforcement and individuals and entities providing aftercare for youth.

Section 2.   All state agencies and departments having data relevant to this research effort are directed to provide aggregate level data to support this research effort, and to cooperate as fully as possible, within the legal parameters established regarding the confidentiality of data and records relating to juveniles. Nothing within this Joint Resolution shall be construed to require the release of noncourt records, including, but not limited to, diversion records.

Section 3.   The research study shall include an overview and description of existing state data systems currently used to track and store juvenile justice and child welfare data, and may recommend improvements to the existing system, consistent with statutory requirement of confidentiality, that will make the data necessary to monitor the overrepresentation of minority youth readily available in the future.

Section 4.   To the extent federal funds are allocated by the Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee for this purpose, the Department of Juvenile Justice shall contract with an individual with expertise in the area of overrepresentation of minority youth in juvenile justice and child welfare systems to oversee and coordinate this effort.

Section 5.   Because of the availability of federal funding to support this initiative, no General Fund appropriation is necessary.

Section 6.   A research report, including an executive summary and recommendations regarding a plan of action for addressing disproportionate minority confinement in Kentucky's juvenile justice system, shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission by September 30, 2001. Copies of the report shall be made available to the Governor and the Chief Justice.

Page 2 of 3
BR248500.100-2485



