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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Norbert Blume.

With deepest admiration and respect, we honor our friend and colleague, Norbert Blume.

WHEREAS, it seems appropriate from time to time for this honorable body to reflect upon the contributions of special Kentuckians who have enriched the lives of so many people; and

WHEREAS, when we reflect upon the contributions Norbert Blume has tirelessly given to the citizens of Jefferson County and this great Commonwealth throughout his career, we are reminded that ethics and integrity played a large part toward his achievement as an outstanding legislator, and his accomplishments served as an example for those who succeeded him; and

WHEREAS, Norbert Blume served his constituents from the Forty-third legislative district with pride and honesty while exemplifying dedication, professionalism, and high standards; he served in the House of Representatives from 1964 through 1974, during which time he was elected Speaker Pro Tem in 1970 and Speaker of the House from 1972-1974; and he served as vice chairman and co-chairman of the Legislative Research Commission; and

WHEREAS, Norbert Blume's astute leadership in the spearheading of meaningful projects for the betterment of society has contributed a great deal to the enhancement of the quality of life in the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and he is especially remembered for his sponsorship of a bill, introduced during the 1964 General Assembly, which banned discrimination in public accommodations, a precursor to the Civil Rights Act of 1966; and

WHEREAS, Norbert Blume has served as president of Teamsters Local 783; he has served as a member of the National Conference of State Legislatures executive committee; he has served on the Council of State Governments governing board; he has served on the Southern Legislative Conference executive committee; he has served on the Democratic State Executive Committee; and he has served on the Intergovernmental Revenue Sharing Committee; and

WHEREAS, Norbert Blume has received many awards and recognitions; to mention only a few, in 1964, he was voted Outstanding Freshman Legislator, and he was also voted Outstanding Legislator in 1966; he was the recipient of the Louisville Defender's Kentuckian of the Year Award in 1964, the Louisville Education Association's Outstanding Achievement Award in 1974, and the Kentucky Civil Liberties Union's Leadership Award for the passage of the ERA in 1972; and

WHEREAS, Norbert Blume has demonstrated an unwavering dedication to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and he has served as an inspiration to his fellow peers through his endless efforts and tireless commitment to the causes and beliefs he has steadfastly supported;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate is indeed proud and honored to recognize Norbert Blume for his many years of public service to the citizens of this Commonwealth. He has demonstrated strong character and he is an element of invincible strength to all the lives he has touched.

Section 2.   The Senate hails and commends our friend, Norbert Blume, for his immeasurable contributions to Kentucky, and wishes to him success in all future endeavors.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Norbert Blume.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Norbert Blume, 4224 Northwestern Parkway, Louisville, Kentucky 40212.
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