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A RESOLUTION proclaiming March 13 to March 17, 2000, to be "Teach Census Week," and requesting the Kentucky Department of Education to promote the participation of Kentucky schools in the "Census in Schools" program.

WHEREAS, Census 2000, conducted by the United States Census Bureau, will have a profound impact on the lives and prosperity of all citizens of Kentucky as we face the challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century; and

WHEREAS, over one hundred and eighty-five billion dollars are allocated annually to state, local, and tribal governments based on the population, demographic, and socioeconomic data from the decennial United States Census; and

WHEREAS, these funds are used for a wide variety of purposes fundamental to the well-being of our nation and our Commonwealth, including education, housing and community development, healthcare for the elderly, job training, highway improvements, emergency services, and many other programs; and

WHEREAS, private businesses use census data to locate new industrial, service, and commercial enterprises, including manufacturing facilities, retail outlets, apartment and home developments, hotels, restaurants, shopping centers, banks, and other commercial centers that create job opportunities and enhance the quality of life for Kentucky citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the cities and counties of the Commonwealth use census information to assist in promoting judicious long-range planning to determine the appropriate locations for schools, highways, libraries, public transportation systems, police and fire departments, hospitals, and other public facilities and services vital to the well-being of the Commonwealth and its residents; and 

WHEREAS, population, demographic, and socioeconomic data from Census 2000 will assist the General Assembly in the coming decade to prepare new legislative initiatives, and to effectively allocate state resources to areas of greatest need; and

WHEREAS, the United States Census Bureau has developed a "Census in Schools" program in conjunction with Census 2000 to enlist the support of elementary and secondary teachers and principals in encouraging students and their parents to recognize the importance of being counted in Census 2000, and is providing lesson plans and teaching materials to all teachers and principals who request them; and

WHEREAS, it is critical for each member of the General Assembly to actively encourage all constituents to participate and be counted in Census 2000;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body declares the week of March 13 to March 17, 2000, to be "Teach Census Week."

Section 2.   The Senate requests the Kentucky Department of Education to encourage all schools in Kentucky to teach a lesson on the theme of "Census 2000 and its Importance" during the week of March 13 to March 17, 2000.

Section 3.   To encourage school participation in the "Census in Schools" program, the Kentucky Department of Education is urged to make use of, and make all schools aware of, the on-line materials provided at the "Census in Schools" internet site-http://www.census.gov/dmd/www/schindex.htm.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Commissioner of Education, Capitol Plaza Tower, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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