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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Lonnie R. Anderson upon being the thirty-first recipient of the F. L. Dupree Award.

WHEREAS, the F. L. Dupree Award for Outstanding Superintendent recognizes exceptional efforts in educational programs, school finance, student and staff relations, community relations, and leadership; and it is presented annually by the conference of the Kentucky School Boards Association; and

WHEREAS, Lonnie R. Anderson, Superintendent of Whitley County Schools, was presented the F. L. Dupree Award on February 12, 2000, for his outstanding contributions to the Whitley County school district; and

WHEREAS, when Lonnie R. Anderson became superintendent of Whitley County Schools in 1991, the Whitley County school district was ranked last academically among the Commonwealth's 176 public school districts; in 1999, the school district was one of the top districts in the state in terms of academic improvement, and since he became superintendent, Whitley County has twice earned two-year "rewards" rankings under the state assessment and accountability system; and

WHEREAS, Lonnie R. Anderson has demonstrated an unwavering dedication to the Whitley County Schools in many lasting ways. (1) He augmented the district's reading curriculum with the Accelerated Reader Program and the Reading Coaches Program, which pairs high school students with at-risk second and third graders. He employed a district reading specialist, established the Even Start Family Literacy Program for parents of young children, and he initiated a summer reading program. (2) He directed a school facility modernization effort that built three new elementary schools and established an alternative school. The program also resulted in a new science wing, library, and kitchen at Whitley County High School, and he renovated a middle school and four elementary schools. (3) He developed the Parents as Volunteer Educators Program (PAVE), in which 600 parents now participate. (4) He implemented a cash management program that increased earnings on investments from $62,545 in 1990 to $332,986 in 1999. (5) He introduced an energy program with a utilities cost avoidance of over $150,000 since its implementation in 1998. (6) He established a newspaper for the school district, "The District Ed News," that spotlights student and school achievements and is distributed to every household in the school district. (7) He initiated HEROES (Honoring Educators/Staff Recognizing Outstanding and Extraordinary Services) to honor staff members for years of service to the district. (8) He united five separate adult education providers into one comprehensive program now serving twice the number of people; and

WHEREAS, Lonnie R. Anderson is to be commended for his leadership and accomplishments as an educator;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body is proud to recognize and honor Lonnie R. Anderson upon being the thirty-first recipient of the F. L. Dupree Award. His contribution to the quality of education in the Whitley County school district and to the Commonwealth of Kentucky is beyond measure and will have lasting impact. We wish to him success in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Lonnie R. Anderson.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Lonnie R. Anderson, Superintendent of Whitley County Schools, 116 North Fourth Street, Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769.
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