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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act Relating to Crimes and Punishments

SPONSOR
Representative Jody Richards

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill creates and defines the crimes of "terroristic threatening in the first degree", "terroristic threatening in the second degree", "terroristic threatening in the third degree", "use of a weapon of mass destruction in the first degree", "use of a weapon of mass destruction in the second degree", and "use of a weapon of mass destruction in the third degree". Terroristic threatening in the first degree is made a Class C felony, terroristic threatening in the second degree is made a Class D felony, and terroristic threatening in the third degree is made a Class A misdemeanor. Use of a weapon of mass destruction in the first degree is made a Class A felony, unless a person other than the defendant is killed as a result, in which case it is a capital offense. Use of a weapon of mass destruction in the second degree is made a Class B felony, and use of a weapon of mass destruction in the third degree is made a Class C felony.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of the bill on local governments would be positive, but indeterminable and likely minimal. Under current law there are no "degrees" of terroristic threatening, and terroristic threatening is designated a Class A misdemeanor. Because the incarceration of persons convicted of a misdemeanor is the responsibility of local government, the incarceration of persons convicted of terroristic threatening is currently the responsibility of local government. By creating the three levels, or degrees, of terroristic threatening, and by designating the two more serious acts as felonies, the bill would make the state responsible for incarcerating persons convicted of terroristic threatening whose cost of incarceration is now borne by local governments. Local governments would no longer bear the cost of housing persons convicted of terroristic threatening in the first or second degree, and could well by paid by the state for maintaining the prisoners in a local jail. The incidence of terroristic threatening is expected to be minimal.
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