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SUBJECT/TITLE
Brownfield cleanup, Environmental cleanup

SPONSOR
Rep. Paul Bather

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City or County Development Authorities

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 104 limits the liability for economic development agencies; including redevelopment authorities created under the Local Industrial Development Authority Act, and any urban renewal or community development agencies, who undertake the remediation of environmentally contaminated sites in order to stimulate economic growth and promote the use or reuse of industrial and commercial property.  HB 104 provides a number of environmental remediation standards that may be used to determine the level of remediation necessary for environmental cleanup efforts.  Persons or agencies demonstrating compliance with those standards shall be relieved of further liability for the remediation of the site.  Additionally, those who demonstrate compliance with the standards contained in HB 104 shall not be required to undertake additional remediation actions unless the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet determines fraud was committed in the attainment of the standard, new information confirms the existence of an area of previously unknown contamination, new information is obtained about a regulated substance which revises assumptions about acceptable limits of exposure, changes in the use of the property increases the risk beyond acceptable levels, or treatment, removal or destruction has become technically and economically feasible.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 104 is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Counties and cities with local industrial development authorities, or urban renewal or community development agencies, may expect to incur some minimal cost due to the need to train employees on the new standards.  Such costs may be offset, however, by the reduction in liability contained within this bill.  To the extent that this bill promotes the renewal or development of environmentally degraded sites, counties and cities may see a long-term benefit from increased tax revenue.
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