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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to youthful offenders
Sponsor(s):   Rep. M. Marzian, J. Wayne, T. Burch, R. Meeks, K. Stein 
Introduction Date:1/4/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 640.040 to prohibit capital punishment for juveniles under 18 years of age at the time of the offense; permit capital offense sentence of life imprisonment without benefit of parole for 25 years for a juvenile 16 years of age or older at the time of the offense.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill increases the age at which a youthful offender can be sentenced to death from age 16 to age 18.  The offender must have been 18 years old at the time of the offense to be subject to the death penalty.  An offender who is 16 or 17 years old at the time of the commission of the offense will no longer be subject to the death penalty but could be subject to a sentence of life without parole for 25 years.  This bill would have no impact on the population size of the Department of Corrections for at least 10 to 15 years since inmates typically are on death row for at least that long pursuing appeals.  

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
This bill would have no fiscal impact on the Department for a minimum of 10 to 15 years and the impact beyond that period is not possible to reasonably predict.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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