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Bill Number:
HB 115
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments
Sponsor(s):
Rep R. Damron, C. Belcher, J. Stewart
Introduction Date:
1/5/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Create a new section of KRS Chapter 527 to establish the penalty of a Class C felony for a person who possesses a firearm after having been convicted of a capital offense or a Class A, B, or C felony; amend KRS 527.040 to conform; amend KRS 532.110 to provide for consecutive sentencing of certain felons who possess firearms; amend KRS 533.060 to deny probation and other forms of early release to a Class A, B, or C felon convicted of possessing a firearm; provide the short title of the Project Exile Act. 

Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill increases the penalty for persons convicted of Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon to a Class C felony if the prior felony was a Class C or higher. The Department of Corrections now averages 41 new commitments per annum for this felony offense (Possession of a Fireman by a Convicted Felon) with an average sentence of three years.  The Department estimates the penalty enhancement aspect of this bill will likely apply to approximately 10% of these new commitments per year (four inmates per year) resulting in a sentence of eight years, on average, for each of these four commitments.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the statistics and assumptions cited above, this bill would increase the sentence of four inmates per year from three years (seven months to parole eligibility) to eight years (one year, seven months to parole eligibility).  The result would be two additional inmates per year in FY02 at a cost of $35, 600 and six additional inmates in FY03 at a cost of $109,400. The number of inmates would level off at six additional inmates per year in year three (FY04) at $112,000.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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