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SUBJECT/TITLE
Speed limit changes

SPONSOR
Representative Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 129 establishes speed limits for state roadways, including increasing the interstate speed limit to 70 mph.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 129 is indeterminable.  The measure sets three primary speed limits SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol" 70 mph for interstates and parkways, 55 mph for state highways, and 35 mph for business/residential districts.  The measure also allows the state Transportation Cabinet to set lower speed limits based on traffic an engineering studies.

Many states have moved to raise speed limits on interstates and limited access roads in the wake of the National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 that repealed the maximum speed limit.  Some law enforcement agencies have vowed strict enforcement in states where limits have been raised, but it is not known if that would occur in Kentucky.  Increasing the interstate and parkway speed limit would affect few county law enforcement agencies, because the Kentucky State Police is primarily responsible for traffic control on those types of roadways.  One exception is the Lexington/Fayette County Police Department, which takes the lead in patrolling interstates in that county.  But a spokesperson indicated the department probably would not increase its enforcement efforts because of manpower considerations.  Other law enforcement officials concurred, although one mentioned that patrols may increase if more accidents occur.  Passage of this measure would prompt some speed limit sign changes, particularly on the interstates and parkways, but those changes are the responsibility of state government.  
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