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AN ACT relating to the prosecution of capital criminal cases.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
In a judicial circuit in which there is no full-time Commonwealth's attorney, prosecution of any criminal case in which the death penalty may be sought, shall be done by the Office of the Attorney General, unless the Commonwealth's attorney certifies in writing to the Attorney General that he is competent to handle the prosecution.

(2)
When the Office of the Attorney General prosecutes a criminal case in which the death penalty may be sought, the part-time Commonwealth's attorney for the judicial circuit shall assist the Attorney General in the prosecution.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 21A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
When a decision has been made to seek the death penalty in a criminal case, the Chief Circuit Judge for the judicial circuit shall request the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to assign a senior status judge having the qualifications of a Circuit Judge to preside over the case.

(2)
The Chief Justice shall cause the provision of suitable training for senior status judges who will be eligible to try criminal cases in which the death penalty is sought.
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