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SUBJECT/TITLE
Sheriff court fees

SPONSOR
Representative Kathy Stein

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Sheriffs offices 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 993 would amend the statutes to rectify a conflict that occurred following the 2000 session involving the collection and payment of a court security fee.  This measure would assure that an additional $7 court security fee goes directly from circuit clerks offices to sheriffs offices in the counties.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable.  The intent of this measure is to correct an inadvertent conflict that occurred in the aftermath of the 2000 session.  The 2000 General Assembly passed, and the Governor signed, SB 326, which increased from $5 to $12 the amount of court costs that are paid to sheriffs for court security services.  The intent was for the court cost moneys to go directly from circuit clerks offices in the counties to sheriffs departments.  But the budget passed in the same session contained language directing the funds to the Finance and Administration Cabinet for redistribution.  According to an official with the Kentucky Sheriffs Association, thus far, sheriffs have not received the additional funds, which could total $4.5-$5 million statewide.  Sheriffs sought the additional court fees to offset personnel costs associated with providing bailiffs in the ever-growing number of courtrooms.
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