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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of House Bill 17/GA is to specify that the Council on Postsecondary Education shall administer a matching grant program to enable the establishment of P-16 Councils or Council of Partners and to describe the purposes of the councils.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: HB 17/GA amends KRS 164.001 to define P-16 Council, and creates a new section of KRS chapter 164 to establish that the Council on Postsecondary Education, effective August 1, 2002, shall administer a competitive grant program to enable the establishment of local P-16 Councils; and that a P-16 Council may be called a council of partners; and the Council on Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Board of Education shall jointly establish the criteria for participation in the grant program and the amount of funds available to each local P-16 Council based on funds appropriated for this purpose; and a postsecondary education institution shall assume the leadership role for managing a local P-16 Council grant; and a local P-16 Council shall promote the preparation and development of teachers, the alignment of competency standards, and the elimination of barriers that impede student transition from preschool through baccalaureate programs; and each local P-16 Council shall provide an annual report of its activities and recommendations to the Kentucky Board of Education, the Council on Postsecondary Education, and the Education Professional Standards Board.
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FISCAL EXPLANATION: HB 17/GA has no fiscal impact during the current 2000-2002 Biennium.  However, the fiscal impact of HB 17/GA, beginning in FY 2002-2003, is indeterminable due to the inability to determine the level of funding that may be appropriated for this purpose.  HB 17/GA establishes a competitive grant program that would fund local P-16 Councils to be administered by the Council on Postsecondary Education, effective August 1, 2002.  There would be no fiscal impact during the current biennium since the measure would not be effective until FY 2002-2003.  The fiscal impact thereafter would be indeterminable.  The Council on Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Department of Education currently has a P-16 Committee which is formulating policy and guidelines for the creation and operation of effective P-16 Councils.  The Committee has not completed its work to the point of calculating a cost for the program.
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