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Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments
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Rep Branham, K. Stein
Introduction Date:
2/7/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 508.032 to increase the penalty for any domestic violence assault by one level where the defendant has a previous domestic violence assault conviction within the previous five years.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The Department of Corrections has no data available on the number of persons sentenced for assault involving a family member.  Passage of this bill would likely result in an increased number of annual commitments to the Department since the number of specified prior assaults to invoke the statute has been decreased from three to two.  This bill also specifies a higher required level of felony offense rather than allowing discretion, as the current law does.  In addition, this bill increases the penalty for all Assaults not just Assault IV which would result in longer sentences for some individuals.



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Department of Corrections anticipates that this bill will add inmates and increase sentence lengths resulting in more incarcerated inmates each year.  Unfortunately, without any base data, it is not possible to accurately estimate the fiscal impact.  For the sake of providing an approximation, the Department projects that the bill may add 8 additional inmates per year with a one year sentence at a cost in FY02 of $95,000; in FY03 of $97,300; and in FY04 of $99,600.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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