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SUBJECT/TITLE
Judicial Branch Budget; County Fiscal Court Fees

SPONSOR
Rep. Rob Wilkey

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Fiscal Courts

Requirement:

Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 203/HCS, permits fiscal courts to levy civil case filing fees and criminal case court costs for the purpose of paying expenses for courthouses, bond debt relating to courthouses, and administration expenses.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

There is expected to be no new, short-term impact resulting from HB 203/HCS; however, the bill would effect a new, long-term impact.  The fees authorized by HB 203/HCS are already permitted under the 2000-2002 Judicial Branch Budget Bill (2000 Kentucky Acts Chapter 545).  HB 203/HCS would remove the authorization to levy the fees and costs from the Judicial Branch Budget Bill, which expires at the end of the biennium, and codify the provisions within the permanent Kentucky Revised Statutes.  The fees and costs are already being collected in 76 of Kentucky's 120 counties.  Furthermore, counties are not required to assess the fees and costs set forth under HB 203/HCS, rather, counties are given the option to make the assessments in order to help defray the expenses incurred in operating or building courthouses.
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