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Bill Number:
HB 206
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments
Sponsor(s):
Rep Branham
Introduction Date:
2/7/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 532.025, relating to aggravating and mitigating circumstances for murder cases, to add the aggravating circumstance that the murder was especially heinous, atrocious, or cruel in that it involved torture or serious physical abuse beyond that necessary to produce death.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Because of the added aggravating circumstance proposed in the bill, its passage would likely result in enhanced sentences on capital crimes to include death, Life without Parole (LWOP) and LWOP for 25 years.  Since these persons are currently sentenced to at least 20 years under current law, the bill would have no impact in the short-term.  Because the offense is a violent offense, the offender would serve a minimum of 85% of the sentence.  Passage of the bill could result in more inmates receiving the death penalty or life sentences and therefore serving more time after 17 years (20 years minimum sentence; 85% minimum time-served, equal 17 years).

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Department of Corrections anticipates no fiscal impact until at least 17 years after passage and then the impact is difficult to predict.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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