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Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 532.025 to permit a sentence in a capital case of life in prison without parole or life in prison without parole for 25 years even when the case has not been declared death penalty eligible; amend KRS 27A.400 to conform.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill will likely result in a greater number of felons serving sentences of Life without Parole and Life without Parole for 25 years because, pursuant to the bill, the presence of aggravating circumstances will no longer be required in Capital Murder convictions where those sentences are involved.  Although this bill will likely increase the number of felons serving time with these enhanced sentences immediately upon passage there will be no impact on the Department of Corrections for at least 17 years from passage.  Capital Murder convictions receive at least a 20-year sentence; minimum 85% time-served or 17 years to parole eligibility.  The Department currently averages 66 commitments per year for Capital Murder.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
For the reasons cited above, there is no anticipated fiscal impact from this bill on the Department of Corrections for at least 17 years.  The reason is that any felon convicted of Capital Murder would likely receive at least a minimum 20-year sentence, 17 years to parole eligibility.  This bill may enhance those sentences to Life without Parole or Life without Parole for 25 years in the absence of aggravating circumstances.  There will likely be a significant fiscal impact after that time but it is very difficult to predict its extent.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  
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