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AN ACT relating to immunization registries.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 214 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Within the limits of available funding, the Cabinet for Health Services is hereby authorized to create and maintain a childhood immunization registry as the central collection of data and reports concerning a vaccine dose or doses. The cabinet shall pursue federal and other funding to support the development and maintenance costs of the immunization registry. Any state match required to secure federal or other funding shall be made from existing budget resources.

(2)
The cabinet shall design the registry under the recommendations developed by the Center for Disease Control and shall incorporate the minimum functional standards for immunization registries.

(3)
The registry shall include birth certificate information for all children born on and after January 1, 2002, and immunization records provided by health care providers for all children age six (6) and under on January 1, 2002. The registry may also include immunization records of other age groups or other individuals.
(4)
The nature of the immunization information contained in the registry shall be determined by administrative regulations promulgated under KRS Chapter 13A and shall include, but is not limited to:

(a)
The confidentiality requirements of KRS 194A.060;

(b)
The provision of current information contained in the registry for the purpose of determining the need for additional doses of recommended childhood immunizations or to officially document immunization status to:

1.
Health care providers intending to administer vaccines to a child listed in the registry;
2.
A parent or guardian of a child listed in the registry;

3.
Local health department officials to enable outreach efforts to assist in full immunization of the childhood population in the health district; and

4.
Individuals and organizations with a need to verify the immunization status of persons in their care, custody, or enrollment, including, but not limited to, the administrator or designee of a public or private child care center, public school, or other educational institution;

(c)
Timely reporting to the registry by health care providers who administer immunizations; 

(d)
Methods to permit parents or guardians to decline to enroll their children in the registry; and
(e)
Penalties for unauthorized disclosure of information contained in the registry.
(5)
Information contained in the registry may be obtained from clinic records, billing data and information, and vital statistics records. Every health care provider shall provide information to the registry.

(6)
All persons, firms, corporations, or other public or private entities who provide information for exchange to the registry or rely upon the information contained in the registry shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for those actions, except for actions or inactions involving negligence, gross negligence, or intentional conduct.

(7)
The cabinet shall report to the Governor and the Kentucky General Assembly on the progress and implementation of the immunization registry by October 30 each year.
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