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Bill Number:
HB 243
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to the Kentucky Rules of Evidence
Sponsor(s):
Rep Baugh
Introduction Date:
2/9/01
Assignment Date:
Due Date:
Text of Legislation:
Create new sections of the Kentucky Rules of Evidence relating to the admissibility of prior acts of sexual assault, child molestation, and domestic violence and abuse; request action by the Evidence Rules Review Commission and the Kentucky Supreme Court; provide for a special effective date.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill allows the introduction of evidence of prior sexual or domestic misconduct for any relevant purpose and it will likely result in additional convictions because there is a low standard for “relevant” evidence.  Evidence of prior misconduct may not be relevant to show that it is likely that the defendant committed the act he is accused, but it may be relevant to motive or opportunity and therefore be relevant.  Often the evidence in these type of cases is not scientific, but the testimony of the victim versus the accused.  The introduction of the type of evidence allowed under this bill must be balanced against the prejudicial impact on the defendant, but overall the evidence allowed under the bill will likely result in increased convictions. 

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The Department estimates this bill would result in 5 additional inmates per year with a Class D felony averaging 2 years.  The average time served for a 2-year sentence is 15 months. This would result in 5 additional inmates in FY02 at a cost of $89,000, six additional inmates in FY03 at a cost of $109,400 and six additional inmates in FY04 at a cost of $112,000.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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