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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and Punishment

SPONSOR
Rep. Ruth Ann Palumbo

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County jails, local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

House Bill 264 defines the crimes of public indecency and invasion of privacy and provides penalties for each conviction.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 264 is indeterminable, but is expected to be moderate.  HB 264 establishes public indecency as a Class A misdemeanor.  Class A misdemeanors are punishable by up to 12 months, the sentence to be served in the local jail.  The cost to house an inmate in a local jail varies greatly with the cost of the jail facility and other factors, however, officials with the Jailers Association and the Department of Corrections have provided an average cost ranging from $24 to $27 per day.  Thus, to the extent that individuals were convicted of public indecency, the county would experience a cost of $24 to $27 per day to house that convict for the duration of their sentence.

Similarly, HB 264 establishes invasion of privacy as a Class B misdemeanor for the first offense, a Class A misdemeanor for the second offense, and a Class D felony for each subsequent offense.  The penalty for a Class B misdemeanor is a jail term not to exceed 90 days.  The penalty for a Class A misdemeanor is a jail term not to exceed 12 months.  Class D felonies are punished by at least one, but not more than five years, which may be served in the local jail.  Jails which hold Class D felons are reimbursed by the state, however, so the county would bear no additional cost for holding Class D offenders.  The county would bear the cost of housing prisoners convicted of a Class B or Class A misdemeanor charge of invasion of privacy.  As noted above, the average cost to house a prisoner in a local jail is estimated to range from $24 to $27 per day.  Additional costs could be expected associated with the investigation and prosecution of each case.
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