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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to seat belts.

SPONSOR
Representative Jodie Haydon

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure would amend KRS 189.125, regarding the use of seat belts, to remove the provision that an officer may stop a motorist for violating the seat belt law unless the officer had some other reason to stop the vehicle.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 267 is indeterminable but would likely be minimal.  The measure makes the violation of the seat belt law a primary offense, meaning the officer can stop a motorist solely for not wearing a seat belt.

It is not possible to predict how many motorist will not comply with this measure.  However, in 1998 47,000 motorist were cited by law enforcement as a secondary offense with 77,000 being cited in 1999.  It should be noted that detecting motorist violating this measure as a primary offense will be greatly affected by daylight and nightfall.  Obviously, it would be much easier for law enforcement to detect offenders during the day than at night when visibility is greatly diminished.

Law enforcement most likely will not need additional training to comply with this measure.  Local law enforcement should be assisted in off-setting additional duties by receiving a $5.00 fee for each citation.  Additionally, less injurious accidents could result from an increased compliance with seat belt laws that could result from this measure.
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