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SUBJECT/TITLE
Vehicle emission testing exemption

SPONSOR
Rep. Paul Marcotte

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Vehicle emission testing programs

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 82 would exempt motor vehicles that are four model years in age or newer from being subjected to vehicle emission testing programs.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

This bill would affect vehicle emission testing (VET) programs in Jefferson County, and in Boone, Kenton and Campbell counties in Northern Kentucky.  The emissions testing is required under the Clean Air Act, the comprehensive federal law regulating air emissions from stationary and mobile sources.  While the fiscal impact of BR 82 bill is indeterminable, it apparently would reduce the amounts of VET fees collected in those two regions of the state.

Jefferson County operates its own VET program through the Jefferson County Air Pollution Control Board.  The board contracts with a company to conduct vehicle emissions tests, required annually.  Motor vehicle owners pay $11 for a test; the contractor remits $2.43 per vehicle to the board.  The state of Kentucky operates its own VET program in the three Northern Kentucky counties, also through a private contractor.  Inspections are required once every two years.  The cost of the biennial motor vehicle emission inspection in Boone, Kenton and Campbell counties is $20, of which the state receives $2.22.

By exempting later-model-year vehicles from emission testing, provisions in this bill  would lead to shortfalls in both Jefferson County's program and in the Northern Kentucky program.  In the case of Jefferson County, an estimated 108,000 vehicles (cars, trucks, buses, wreckers, housecars) could be exempted under the legislation, creating a  fiscal deficit to the board of about $262,000.  A Division of Air Quality analysis indicated that nearly 52,000 vehicles would be exempted from Northern Kentucky's program, creating a state shortfall of about $57,000 per year.  Fees received by the Jefferson County Air Pollution Control Board through the contract are used exclusively for the oversight and enforcement of the county's VET program (salaries, overhead, etc.)  Presumably, the board would no longer derive income from a portion of the contract. But cutbacks could be made, such as closing a testing center or reducing the number of lanes at testing centers.  Or, to meet the contractor's current needs, other means of compensation apparently would have to be put in place, such as a VET fee increase or local government appropriations.  Provisions in the bill also may require an amendment to Jefferson County ordinances.  As for Northern Kentucky, the shortfall would affect state finances.

Also, there is a question of the long-range effect of exempting the four later-model-year vehicles from the programs, particularly the one in Jefferson County because of the county's "moderate"  nonattainment status under the Clean Air Act.  Northern Kentucky is in an attainment status.  (A geographic area that meets or does better than the primary standardSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"for health protectionSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"is called an attainment area; areas that do not meet the primary standard are called nonattainment areas.)  Areas that are not in attainment for national ambient air quality standards may face federal Environmental Protection Agency sanctions.  Under the Clean Air Act, areas can receive emission-reduction credits.  But, according to a state Division of Air Quality analysis, these credits may be lost if a portion of the vehicle testing population is exempted.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff, Jefferson County and state VET and air quality officials, federal EPA Web search
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