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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2001 RS HB 28 amends various sections of KRS 159 to change the compulsory school age from 6 through 16 years of age to 6 through 18 years of age, except as provided for in KRS 159.030.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  2001 RS HB 28 amends KRS 159.010 to change the compulsory school age from 6 through 16 years of age to 6 through 18 years of age and removes the provision that a student may withdraw between the ages of 16 and 18 years of age with parental permission; amends KRS 159.051 to remove the provision that a school district must provide an alternative education program to meet the requirement that a student must be enrolled and succeeding in school to have a valid driver's license; and amends KRS 159.020 to conform.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of 2001 RS HB 28 is indeterminable, but the cost could be significant.  The actual cost would depend upon the number of students who would currently withdraw from school at the age of 16 and not return and those who had previously withdrawn from school and would be required to return until the age of 18, except as provided for in KRS 159.030.

Kentucky Department of Education – Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) Program:  The provisions of 2001 RS HB 28 would impact the FY 2001-2002 school year and may require some students who withdrew in FY 2000-2001 to return to school. However, data for FY 2000-2001 is currently unavailable.  
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Due to the lack of current data relating to the number of students who are between the ages 16 and 18 and have withdrawn from public schools, the following estimate is provided for illustrative purposes only and assumes the provisions of 2001 RS HB 28 would have been in effect for FY 1999-2000.

In order to estimate the fiscal impact for FY 1999-2000, data relating to FY 1998-99 and FY 1999-2000 must be analyzed.  Some students, who withdrew from public schools in FY 1998-1999, and were between 16 and 18 years of age, could have been under 18 years of age in FY 1999-2000.  The provisions of 2001 RS HB 28 would have required those students who had not reached the age of 18 to return to school.  Approximately 6,089 students who were 16 through 18 years of age in FY 1998-1999 withdrew from public schools.  Assuming that 50% of those students who withdrew in FY 1998-1999 were still under 18 years of age in FY 1999-2000, approximately 3,045 (6,089 X 50% = 3,045) would have been required to return to school.  Approximately 5,900 students who were 16 through 18 years of age in FY 1999-2000 withdrew from public schools.  Therefore, the estimated number of withdrawn students who would have been required to stay in, or return to, school in FY 1999-2000 would have been 8,945 (3,045 FY 1998-1999 students + 5,900 FY 1999-2000 students = 8,945 total students).

Therefore, the fiscal impact for FY 1999-2000 would have been $26,155,200 ($2,924 X 8,945).  This cost is calculated by multiplying the per pupil base guarantee amount provided for the SEEK Program in FY 1999-2000, $2,924 per pupil, by the total number of estimated withdrawn students who would have been required to stay in, or return to, school in FY 1999-2000, 8,945 as estimated above.

The above cost estimates do not assume any additional support that may have been provided to local school districts for at-risk students, etc.  In the event no additional funds would have been provided to support the $26.2 million fiscal impact noted above, available funding support for the SEEK Program would have been recalculated and distributed among local school districts accordingly.

Cabinet for Families & Children - Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (K-TAP):  The actual fiscal impact of 2001 RS HB 28 on K-TAP is indeterminable, but the cost could be significant.  The actual cost would depend on the number of individuals 16 through 18 years of age who are not in school, in fact, returning to school.  Currently, individuals 16 through 18 years of age who would otherwise qualify for K-TAP, but are not attending school are ineligible for K-TAP public assistance benefits.  Once they return to school, they would become eligible.)

In FY 1999-2000, approximately 800 individuals, 16 through 18 years of age who were not in school, were participants in child-only K-TAP cases.  The additional public assistance benefit cost for a child-only K-TAP case, involving an individual 16 through 18 years of age who returns to school, would be $2,700 annually ($225 monthly benefit X 12 months).  Assuming all 800 child-only K-TAP cases returned to school, the projected additional public assistant benefit cost would be approximately $2,160,000 annually (800 cases X $2,700 annual benefit).

Multiple-child K-TAP cases involving individuals 16 through 18 years of age who are not in school also impact a recipient’s public assistance.  Each multiple-child K-TAP recipient’s monthly assistance is reduced by $37 for each individual 16 through 18 years of age who is not in school.  Therefore, if all individuals 16 through 18 years of age not currently in school, in multiple-child K-TAP cases, were to re-enroll, additional monthly public assistant costs could be incurred.  Currently, the Cabinet for Families & Children has no data available on the number of multiple-child K-TAP cases that would be impacted by the provisions of 2001 RS 2001 HB 28. 
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