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 HB 280
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SUBJECT/TITLE
Workers' compensation injury provisions

SPONSOR
Representative J. R. Gray

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Workers' compensation insurance programs

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 280 alters the workers' compensation statutes in two areas.  The bill requires that an employer's report of an injury shall include a certification that the injured employee has been notified of his or her rights under the workers' compensation section of the Kentucky Revised Statutes.  The measure also amends the statutes to permit the filing of a claim for cumulative trauma two years after the last injurious exposure.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this bill on cities, counties and county-urban governments is indeterminable.  The bill will affect local governments as employers in general because claims filing procedures are enhanced in at least one areaSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"the section that allows the filing of a cumulative trauma claim two years after the last exposure.  Cumulative trauma generally refers to carpal tunnel or repetitive motion injuries.  According to a county association official, this provision could create additional litigation regarding the question of what constitutes the last injurious exposure.  The other part of the bill dealing with certification may create some minimal additional work for local government insurance staffs.
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LRC staff; Kentucky Association of Counties; Kentucky League of Cities; KRS
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