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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to special license plates.

SPONSOR
Representative Mike Weaver

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Amend KRS 186.041, relating to special military-related license plates, to create a new plate for recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy cross, or Air Force Cross; require the plate to be issued initially and at renewal for a fee of $3.00 to be retained by the county clerk; amend KRS 189.4595, related to exemptions from local fees and requirements governing disabled parking privileges, to add recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross, or Air Force Cross to persons exempt under the statute.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable but would likely be minimal.  The measure establishes special license plates for recipients of the Distinguished Service Cross, Navy Cross and Air Force Cross.  The Distinguished Service Cross was established pursuant to an Act of Congress and was approved on July 9, 1918 and is awarded to military personnel for extraordinary heroism in military operations against an armed enemy of the United States.  The Navy Cross was established on February 4, 1919 with the passage of Public Law 193 by the 65th Congress and is awarded for gallantry in action and other seaman-like qualities.  The Air Force Cross was made effective on November 1, 1965.  It is awarded to recognize the valor of any individual serving in any capacity, civilian or military, with the United States Air Force.  The individual must distinguish himself by exceptional heroism in connection with the military operations against an armed enemy.

The measure requires the plates be made available at an initial and renewal cost of $3.00 to be retained by the county clerk.  Recent testimony given at a Transportation Committee Meeting indicated less than 100 Kentuckians have received any of these awards.  Only one (1) Air Force Cross has be awarded since 1975 nationally and only twenty-one (21) have been awarded nationally since this honor was established in 1965.  Therefore it is unlikely a significant number of these plates will be issued in the state, having an indeterminable, but likely minimal fiscal impact.
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