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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  2001 RS HB 31 amends KRS 156, 189, and 281A to require that all passengers on school buses must wear a properly adjusted and fastened lap and shoulder combination-type seat belt that meets federal motor vehicle safety standards at all times the school bus is in motion, unless a waiver has been previously granted.  This lap and shoulder combination-type seat belt requirement would impact all school buses currently operating in all public school districts, as well as all private, parochial, and church schools.

PROVISION/MECHANICS: 2001 RS HB 31 amends KRS 189.125, relating to mandatory seat belt usage, requires all school buses to be equipped with lap and shoulder combination type seat belts for the driver and each seating position on the bus; requires buses owned by both public and nonpublic schools to comply; allows persons to be granted an exemption from wearing a seat belt if they provide a written statement from a physician or licensed chiropractor that the person is unable, for medical or physical reasons, to wear a seat belt; prohibits an owner or operator of a school bus from being liable for injuries a passenger on a school bus may receive if the person knowingly and willfully failed to wear a seat belt in violation of these requirements; amends KRS 156.153, 156.154, 156.160, 189.540, 189.990, and 281A.010 to conform; EFFECTIVE July 15, 2002. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  There is no fiscal impact resulting from the passage of 2001 RS HB 31 during the current biennium. 

The fiscal impact for future biennia is indeterminable due to the inability to accurately estimate the number of school buses operated by, or under contract with,  private, parochial, and church schools.  Although the actual 
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fiscal impact is indeterminable, the following cost elements for FY 2002-2003 are provided as they  relate to the state’s 176 public school districts.

According to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has yet to approve lap and shoulder combination-type seat belts for use in public school buses.  Therefore, lap and shoulder combination-type seat belts would not currently be an installation option for the Commonwealth’s public school buses, until such NHTSA approval has occurred.  As a result, no actual estimates of the costs for these types of seat belts can be made at this time.

However, the following information is provided as it relates to the possibility of lap and shoulder combination-type seat belt installation impacting public school buses.  Currently, approximately 9,460 school buses operate in the Commonwealth’s 176 public school districts, of which, approximately 450-600 are replaced on an annual basis.

The lap and shoulder combination-type seat belt requirement would limit capacity to two (2) passengers per seat, as opposed to the current seating that permits three (3) passengers per seat.  Compliance with the provisions of 2001 RS HB 31 could eliminate approximately one-third of current capacity, thereby requiring the purchase of approximately 3,000 additional school buses.  The resulting one-time additional costs to purchase 3,000 school buses would be approximately $165 million (3,000 school buses X $55,000 current average cost per new school bus).

In addition, the operational costs of the current 9,460 public school bus fleet is approximately $175 million annually.  Therefore, if the number of school buses in the fleet increases by one-third it is estimated that operational costs of the fleet would correspondingly increase.  The resulting annual increased operating costs would total approximately $57.8 million ($175,000,000 fleet operation X 33% operational cost).

It should be noted, these additional cost factors do not reflect the costs of the lap and shoulder combination-type seat belt hardware, and the additional costs of retrofitting approximately 9,000 school buses (approximately 450-600 are replaced annually) that would be required.  It is estimated these costs would be significant.

The information provided represents only those costs associated with school buses operated within the Commonwealth’s public school districts.  Currently, there is no data available on the number of school buses operating, or contracted for operation, in private, parochial, or church schools.  Therefore, it is not possible to estimate a fiscal impact on those nonpublic schools at this time. 

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kentucky Department of Education, Blue Bird Corporation

NOTE NO.
2.1
PREPARER
Dudley Cotton
REVIEW

DATE
01/31/01

LRC 2001-BR270/HB31

